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PREFACE: 


H E undue and 'Hious ſtreſs, 
which has nd Apo pon Bap- 
T1ISING INFANTS, 1 ſome 
ill inſtructed Chriſtians ; has; 

Se doubtleſs, been the chief occa- 
ſion of its being treated with ſuch anreaſonable 
oppoſition by others. 

When we hear Auſtin, Fulgentius, Gregory 
—and many others of great name, amo 
thoſe called the holy fathers, with ſolemnity 
pronouncing—* That Infants can have no 
vation, if they die without Baptiſm.” —< That 
«* we muſt bold for certain and undoubted that 
*© they are ignis cterng ſempiterno ſupplicio 
e puntendi fo be tormented with [age ng 
« punfhment of eternal fire.” —* And, inter- 
« minabilia gehennæ — ſu 
* diabolus &c. That they fuffer the endleſs tor- 
ments of bell, where the devil with bis angelt 
« are to burn fer evermore. 8 « #5 
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pplicia, ubi 


fr PRE FADE 
« the UNBAPTISED INFANT cannot go into 
&« the kingdom of heaven, you muſt acknowledge 
e he will be in everlaſting fire. Finally, If 
« Infants have not bad the ſacrament of ſalva- 
tion (i. e. Baptiſm) for their deliverance from 
original ſin, they paſs into perpetual torments.” 
When we hear, I ſay, this ceremony of 
baptiſmal-water exalted into an affair of ſuch 
infinite importance, the mind is naturally 
ſhocked : it riſes with indignation againſt 
the monſtrous abſurdity and ever. impiety of 
ſuch tenets; and (which is but too common 
to human nature) the tranſports of zeal hurry 
it into the oppoſite extreme: to depreciate and 
run down, a rite ſo unduely magnified ; and, 
whilſt pulling it from the high rank it had 
uſurped in religion, to caſt it quite out; and to 
allow it no uſe nor place in it at all. 
The middle-way betwixt theſe two extremes 
is that which is here choſen. It can with no 
reaſon be imagined, that a Gop of infinite mer- 
cy, who hateth nothing that he hath made, will 
permit the having, or the wanting, the cere- 
mony of baptiſmal-water, to determine finally 
and irrevocably the everla/iing ſtate of a dying 
Infant: or, that for the neglect of this cere- 
monial waſhing, (which yet the Infant could 
in no wiſe help) it ſhall be doomed to everlaſt- 
ing torments amongſt devils and apoſtate ſpirits. 
This be far from the a/mighty JuDcs ! 
The Baptiſm that ſaves (a) (or, that at all 
profits any, whether Infant or adult) is not 
£5 the 
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the external waſhing, but the anſwer of a good. 
conſcience ; or the pious and devout ſentiments 
with which that ceremony is performed. In 
perſons adult; the religious and ſincere affec- 
tions with which they conſecrate themſelues to 
Gop: and in Ihfants; the unfeigned piety; 
the gratitude and the faith, with: which their 
parents devote them to him. The meer cere- 
mony of applying water is comparatively of 


little moment. 
But, that the Baptiſm of Infants is a rite 
ordained of Gop, and a rite of great advan- 
tage and uſe in Religion, the following treatiſe, 
it is hoped, will ſhow. In which it is con- 
ſidered, rather as a- ſtanding roten, than as a 
proper inſtrument or mean, of Gop's mercy 
and grace. to us; a perpetual memorial inſti- 
tuted in the church, fgnifying to believers 
God's readineſs to pour down his ſpirit upon 
them, and his Sing upon their offspring; 
not properly a canal (as ſome affect to talk) by 
which theſe are conveyed to us, 

The argument from antiquity or apoſtolic 
tradition, has not, perhaps, been often fpre- 
ſented to the public, in ſo contrafed and clear 
a light as its importance deſerves. It is, prin- 
cipally for the ſake of this; and to repreſent 
the moral purpoſes of Infant-Baptiſm, that the 
enſuing tract appears. 

If ſentiments, on the future ſtate of dying 
Infants, may here be thought by ſome, too 
freely expreſſed; they may - it is hoped be 
admited as conjectures at leaſt, upon an intereſt- 

ng 


ing object; 3 upon which WES the 
of Infants Io no eſſential Fe ar ming" that 
reſting - ſecurely upon other = IR: 
whatever force be allowed to theſe. 
The author delights not in controverſie nor 
intends to engage in any, on the ſubject of 
theſe papers; having ſeldom ſeen good ariſing 
from altercations af this kind. But the light 
in which the argument is here ſet having been 
approved by ſeveral, to whoſe judgment he 
owes great defference it is here preſented to 
publick view. As far as it ( Ns truth, may 
the Gop F truth ſucceed it! To his favour 
it is commended : and to the attentive peruſal 
of the candid and ſincere. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A general view of the ſeveral diſpen- 
ations of religion with reſpect to 


INFANTsS. 


EDGE: ROM the exacteſt obſervations, 


® 
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Ie F it appears, that of thoſe who are 


born into the world, ſcarce a 
bird part attain to the age even 
WY of one year. Thouſands of IN- 
»Y FANTS every day languiſh under F 
Ns grievous diſtempers; are tortur- | 
ed, convulſed, and in piteous agonies give up the = 
ghoſt.— This, at firſt, doubtleſs, ſeems a very wH 
ſtrange 2 hardly reconcileable with the 
wiſdom and juſtice, much leſs, with the goodne/s and 
mercy of Gop. It is ſcarce poſſible not to aſk | 
— how comes it to paſs, that millions of harmleſs 
babes, in whoſe frame is diſplayed ſuch infinite 
{kill z who are formed with capacities of ſuch exalt- 
ed attainments, both intellectual and moral; with 
capacities of an happineſs ever-growing, and ever-laſt- 
ing, in the knowledge, imitation and e 
0 
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of Goy.—How comes it to paſs, that they only 

thus glance, upon the coaſts of life; are ju 

brought into the world with exquiſite 5 wm moan 
away a few weeks of miſery and diſeaſe upon it, 
and then in terrible convulſions, fall victims to 
death! What light has Gop caft upon this dark 
ſcene of his providence ? Has he left it quite co- 
vered with impenetrable clouds? And, where the 
intereſt and comfort of ſo great a part of his in- 
telligent creation are deeply concerned, has he given 
no intimations which may be a ſolid ground of 
hope? It can never be ſuppoſed. | 

There are four diſpenſations, under which REL 1- 
c10Nn has principally ſubſiſted ſince he fall, viz, 
the ' diſpenſation of the Light of Nature, the Abra- 
hamic,. the Maſaic, and the Chriſtian. Now, each 
of theſe caſts ſome ligbt upon this awful ſcene, and 
adminiſters ſome hope as to ſuffering and dying Infants, 
Let it then be enquired 

FiesT. What judgment doth Re ason, or the 
Light of Nature, paſs upon their caſe? There are 
but two ways, in which Re asow can account for 
this procecdure of providence, viz, by ſuppoſing 
theſe ſuffering Infants to have exiſted in ſome former 
ſtate ; or that they will exiſt in ſome future. 

Some have imagined, that they have exiſted and 
miſvehaved in a former ſtate of being; and that 
their ſulferings in the preſent, are a correction or 
puniſhment for evils done there. This the Pla- 
tonic philoſophy taught: and it ſeems to have been 
an opinion not uncommon amongſt the Fews, in 
the days of our Saviour. Concerning the man that 
was bora Blind, the diſciples, therefore, aſk him 
——mofler who did ſin; this man, or his parents; that 
he was bern blind (a); Bur, this preexiftence of Infants, 
being a matter of abſolute uncertainty ; unſupported 
by any folid or probable 12 88 Rx ason de- 

rives 
(a) John ix. 2. 
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rives its principal ſatis faction, from the ſuppoſition 
of their exiſtence in a fate after death, There, 
the Almighty RECTOR can give them pleaſures and 
entertainments abundantly to countcrbalance the 
ſuff-rings of their preſent ſtate. | 

This is what Re aton, I ſay, ſarmiſes and hopes; 
but cannot certainiy conclude. It wants ſome Re- 
VELATION, ſome promiſe from Gop, to give ſta- 
bility and vigor to theſe wavering bopes, And un- 
der all the conflicts and pains which he ſees his 
dying child ſuffer, the pious parent has nothing, 
from the Light of Nature, whereon to truſt, but 
the uncovenanted goodneſs and mercy of Gov. 
Now, were it not, in theſe circumſtances, a moſt 
defireable thing, that Gon would give us ſome re- 
velation or promiſe concerning our InrFanTS? Some 
covenant to aſſure us, that they are the objects of 
his favour and peculiar regard; and that as they 
ſuffer and die in this world, fo they ſhall be rai/ed 
again to life and happineſs in the other? Was not, 
I aſk, ſome ſuch covenant, revelation or promiſe, con- 
cerning our INFANTS, what nature greatly wanted, 
wiſhed for and defired ; and, if Gop ſhould be 
pleaſed to grant it ought it not to be highly valued 
and molt thankfully recived (b)? Behold! | 

B 2 SECONDLY, 


(by There is a very rational and juſt ſenſe, in which Gop 
may be ſaid to eflabliſh his covenant with INFANTs. For the 
ſcripture expreſsly ſais, Gen. ix. 9, 10, 12, 13. that he efabliþed 
his covenant, even, with the cattle and the Fixvl ; ſolemnly en- 
gaging no more to drown them by a flood. Is there any thing 
firange, then, or unreaſonable, in Gop's eſtabliſhing his cove- 
nant with Inſants; ſolemnly engaging to por his ſpirit and 
bleſſing on them. Or, that the evils they ſuffer in conſequence ' 
of Adam's fin, ſhall be removed and amply recompenſed through 
the righteouſneſs of Chrif? Mott ſurely not at all. 

But, if there is a rational and juft ſenſe, in which God may 
eflabliſh his covenant with Ix ANS; there is the higheſt rea- 
fon to preſume that he actually nas done it, and that they are 
taken into his covenant; for if he graciouſly condeſcended to 

eflablith' 
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SECONDLY, This we fee done, in the Apr 4- 
HAmic diſpenſation. For as Gop's covenant-tran. 
ſactions with Abraham were the foundation, or char 
ter of the church, which, in after ages, he intend” 
ed to gather, and to erect amongſt men: ſo he, 
here, gives pious parents an expreſs promiſe and reve- 
lation concerning their InFanTs. He promiſes 
to be a Gop to Abraham, and to his ſeed; and 
takes his INx TAN TS into covenant, together with 
himſelf; commanding the ToxEN of the covenant to 
be ſolemnly affixed o them, as a ſtanding teſtimony 
or /n that JEHovan was their Gop. See Gen. 
Xvii. 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14. Gop ſaid, I will efta- 
bliſh my covenant between me, and thee (Abraham) and 
thy ſeed after thee, in their generations; to be a Gop 
to thee, and to thy ſeed after thee—and I will be THEIR 
Gop. This is my covenant which ye ſhall ke every 
man-child among you, that is eight days old, ſhall be cir- 
cumciſed. The uncircumciſed man-child ſhall be cut off 
from his people. Circumciſion then, by Gop's ex- 
preſs command, was affixed to Abrahams InranTs, 
and to the IxNrFanTs of all ſuch as believed in the 
Gop of Abraham, as a TOKEN of his covenant ;, which 
covenant was, that JeEnovan would be their (30D. 

Now, when the ALMIGHTY covenants and pro- 
miſes to be THE GOD of theſe Infants, what does 
it imply? Undoubtedly ſomething GREAT, v2. 
that he will be, in a peculiar manner, their guardian 
and benefactor; that he will take them under the 
eſpecial patronage and care of his providence, influ- 

| ences 


eflablih his covenant with the brute creation, promiſing no 
more to deluge them; and appointed a ſtanding token or memorial 
of this covenant, wiz, the bow in the clouds ; much more, 
ſurely, may we hope, that he hath efablifbed his covenant 
alſo <vith IxFarTs, promiſing to deliver them from the fatal 
conſequences of the fall; and that he has appointed a — 
toten or fin of this covenant, to perpetuate its knowledge 
FemCcabrauce in the church. 
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ences of his ſpirit, and miniſtration of his angels 
and that if they died in their Infant ſtate, before 
any tranſgreſſion had put them out of the covenant, 
they ſhould certainly be raiſed to an happineſs after 
death.—That this was the undoubted import or 
meaning of this promiſe, the ſcripture hath clearly 
taught us, Nom that the dead are raiſed Moſes fhew- 
ed at the buſh, when he calleth the Lord, the Gop 
of Abraham and Tax Gop of Iſaac (c)&c. And 
again, Gop is not aſhamed to be called 1ER GOD; 
for be hath prepared for them a city (d) i. e. an hap- 
pineſs in ſome future ſtare. And again, I will be 
His Gop (e), is explained by, be ſhall be my Sox: 
but, whoever is a ſon of Gov, and dies in that re- 
lation, will infallibly be declared or manifeſted to be 
ſuch by a glorious reſurrection. See Rom. viii. 19. 
Luke. xx. 36. 
That' this token of the Abrabamic covenant, aſſured 
a reſurrection to future happineſs to an Infant dying 
under it, may be further proved thus ſuppoſe one 
of Abrabam*s circumciſed Infants lay languiſhing 
under tormenting pains, and gave up the ghoſt. 
An infidel ſtands by, and ſeeing the Mark in its 
fleſh, ſcoffingly aſks—what bat MARK means? 
He is told, it is a Tok EN of the covenant into which 
Jeznovan took the child; and by which he folemn- 
ly declared, that he received it as his own, and 
engaged to be its Gon. But what gets the child, 
the Infidel demands, by having Jenovan for its 
Gop ? Is he not aſhamed to be called THe Gop of 
that emaciated, tortured, breathleſs Infant? No, it 
is replied, becauſe he will raiſed it from the dead, and 
give it happineſs in a future ſtate, Elſe, indeed, 
It 
(e) Luke xx. 37. A ſtate of death, is a ſtate of punifment ; 
Gop's calling himſelf then, the God of Abraham, when he 
lay in a flate of death, was a clear proof that he would not 
leave him always to continue in it. 
(d) Heb. xi. 16. (ce) Rev. xxi. 7. 
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he would be aſhamed to be called the Taz GOD of ſuch, 
a babe, But we proceed to conſider 

TrirRDLY. The Mosaic diſpenſation; and the 
farther ſtrength which zþ:s gives to theſe rational 
hopes, Now, here, we ſee another CovENANT, 
beſides that of circumciſion, into which InranTs were 
taken. Deut. xxix. 10, 11, 12, Ze and this day, all 
of yeu, before the Lord vou x Gop; your captains, 
your elders, your E1TTLE-ONES, your wives, that 
thou fbouldſ ENTER INTO CovENANT with the 


Lord thy Gob : that be may eftabliſh thee to day for a 


PropLE unto himſelf ; and that be may be unto thee a 
Gop, as be bath ſworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham 
67.—So Ezek. xvi. 20, 21. Moreover, thou baſt ta- 
ken thy ſons, and thy daughters, which thou baſt BORN 
UNTO ME; and theſe haſt thou ſacrificed unto the Idols: 


thou haſt flain wy CHILDREN (e). Hence then, it is 


molt evident, that the Feuiſb IN FAN TSs, in conſe- 
quence of their dedication to Gon, and admiſſion into 
his covenant, were in a peculiar manner n 1s; his pro- 
perty, and his children, in a ſenſe in which the 
Infants of the idolatrous and uncircumciſed Gentiles 
were not. But of theſe, multitudes, no doubt, 
died in their Infant late, What now might be con- 
cluded concerning the caſe of fuch ? Undoubtedly 
this: That, as they died in covenant with Gop, 
(by which covenant he had engaged to take them 
for a people to himſelf, to acknowledge them as his 
children, and to be to them a Gop) and as no ad- 
vantage nor bappineſs was given them in this world, 
at all anſwerable to zhe/e characters; but they miſer- 
ably languiſhed, like all other Infants, and at laſt 
died under the primitive condemnation or judgment 
it therefore certainly remained, that they will be 

| raiſea 


e) A child, on the day of its circumciſion, was wont to be cal- 
led Chatan, becauſe it was then confidered as -/pouſed ts Gon, 
and united to his people. Vid. Schindler in Verb. Lexic. Pent. 


pag. 077. 
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raiſed again and exiſt in ſome after tate; where an 
happineſs will be given them ſuitable to theſe great 
promiſes, and where they will be treated as the 
people and the children f GOD. For elſe, Gop 
would plainly ſeem to have Holen bis covenant ; 
and the folemn and grand promiſe of being a Gop 
to ſuch an Infant, and of taking it for His child, 
proves a very mean and inſignificant thing, 

Thoſe are the hopes which reaſon ſurmiſes, and 
which the ſeveral diſpenſations both of Abraham, and 
of Moſes, ſtrongly confirm. We proceed to obſerve 

FouRTRLVYV. How they are farther brightned 
by the diſpenſation of JESUS CHRIST. As this was 
to be the lat, and the moſt perfe# diſplay of Gop's 
mercy to fallen men; in which the riches of his 
abounding grace were to be mgſt fully revealed; it 
can never be imagined to come ſhort, in any points 
of the two former diſpen/ations. Did Gop take the 
Infants of believers into covenant with himſelf, under 
Abraham and Moſes; and command, that as a ſtand- 
ing ken of it, the ſeal of the covenant ſhould: be 
ſolemnly affixed to them; but, under Jesvs bis 
Sox, has he made 10 ſuch manifeſtation of his mer- 
ciful regard to them; admitted them viſibly into 
no covenant ; nor appointed am token that he receives 
them as his chi/dren, and that he will be to them a 
God? How utterly anlitehy, as well as uncomforta- 
ble is the thought. Thanks to his mercy! We 
can with good affurance ſay, that is not the caſe — 

No. But when [rfants were once brought to our 
Saviour, to be made partaters of the bleſſings of 
his Kingdom; he openly and ſeverely rebuked his Diſ 
ciples, and was hbzghly diſpleaſed with them, for en- 
deavouring to hinder it. He Kindly 00k tbem into 
his arms, laid bis hands upon them, and bleſſed them ; 
and COMMANDED that LITTLE CHILDREN ou 
ve ſuffered to come, i. e. be brought, 10 him, and 


NOT BE FORBIDDEN ; declaring at of ſuch is the 
kingdom 


0 
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kingdom of God (f) i. e. that theſe, alſo, have a 
| place in the kingdom of be Meſiab, which was now 
to be ſet up; and a right to the Sefſngs which him- 
ſelf, the promiſed KinG,' was come to beſtow. 

At another time, he took A LITTLE CHILD. 
into his arms, and ſhewing it to his Diſciples, ſais, 
whoſoever ſhall receive one ſuch little Child, this Child, 
in my name, receiveth me (g). Now the receiving a 
Child in Cuxisr's NAME muſt mean the conſider- 
ing, or treating, it as ſtanding in ſome peculiar rela- 
tion o CHRIST 3 as gie wv belonging to Chriſt ; as 
being a ſubject of his kingdom, or a part of his 
flock. That this is what our Lok p means by, re- 
ceiving in is NAME, himſelf has expreſsly ſhewn 
by thus explaining it in this ſame diſcourſe, becauſe 
ye belong to Chriſt (h): whoſo ſhall give you a cup of 
water to drink, Ix MY NAME, becauſe YE BELONG 
To CHRIST, verily I ſay unto you Sc. Hence, then 
it is moſt evident, that INFANTS may be, yea are 
to be, received in CHRIST's NAME; and that by this 
we are to underſtand, receiving them as BELONGING 
or ſtanding in ſome peculiar relation, to CHRIST 3 
but ia this peculiar relation to CHRIST an INFANT 
can no otherwiſe ſtand than by being ſolemnly devoted 
to him, and admitted into his kingdom and church, 

And, that IN FAN TS were to be admitted into 
the kingdom of the MESS AH, or into that incorpor- 
ated ſociety of which he is the head, is quite rational 
to preſume : for as they ſtood in abſolute need of the 
redemption or grace which Mtss1an, the king, 
came to beſtow on mankind ; and as proviſion was 
made by the covenant of Gop for their actual re- 
ceiving it; ſo there was the ſtrongeſt reaſon to ex- 
pect, that they would be ſolemnly acknowledged, and 
declared to be a part of that ſociety or church which 

| ſhould 


— — - N — 8 — 


| tt) Mat. xix. 14. Mark x. 14. Luke xviii. 16. (g) Mat; 
i xviii. 5. Mark ix. 37. Luke ix. 48.“ (h) Mark ix. 41. 
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ſhould be thus Led and ſaved by him, In other 


words, that as they were condemned through the 
FIRST ADAM and treated as ſinners; ſo they 
ſhould be juſtified through the sE ON ADAM and 
treated as righteous. But, if they were to be treated 
as righteous, and to be /olennly declared a part of that 
ſoctety, or church, whom CHRIST came to ſave z 
they, were, then 4% be baptized; for Baptiſm was 


the ceremony in which all, who by Gop's covenant 


had a right to ſalvation, were to be admitted into 
the church, and ſolemnly declared to be of the num- 
ber of tbe ſaved. 

That, in the eye of the chriſtian law, InranTs 
are actually under a ſentence of condemnation and 
conſidered as /imners, by being made 10 ſuffer death 
the puniſhment and effect of fin, cannot be denied. 
By one man fin entered into the world, and death by ſin, 
and ſo death paſſed upon A L. L, for that (in a, ad quod, 
as far as which) or (per quem through whom) ALL 
are treated as if they had ſinned (i). Rom. v. 12. 
By one man's offence judgement came upon ALL men 10 
congemnation. ver. 18. By one man's offence many were 
made ſinners. ver. 19. In Alam ALL die, 1 Cor. xv. 
22, Though Ix FAN Ts are incapable of any m:rat 
or proper guilt, yet as in the wife ſcheme of Gop's 
providence they are at preſent ſubjected to innu- 
merable pains, diſeaſes, and death, the penal effects 
of St, through the diſobedience of Alam; they 


are, agrecably to the ſtyle of ſcripture, ſaid 
| to 


i) Iniguity and fin are very frequently uſed in ſcripture, 
where not any real guilt or moral turpitude is meant, but only 
the efe4s or the puniſbment of fin. See Gen. xix. 15. 1 Sam. 
xXvitl, 10, 2 Kin. vii. 9 /a. liii. 6, 11, 12. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
2 Cor. v. 21. Heb. ix. 28. And this ſuggeſts an eaſe, and. 
doubtleſs, the true ſenſe of that much controverted text, P/a/m 
li. 5. I avas hapen in INlQuiTY, and in Sin did my mother 
conceive me ; alluding to the bitter Sor Rows in which, in con- 
ſequence of the j SN, (Ger. iii. 16.) the woman is ſentenced 
to conceive and to bring forth. 
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| to bave ſinned, and to be made, i. e. treated as, 
ſinners. 
| | Now, the ſame diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, which 
repreſents them as condemned and ſuffering through 
Aba u; repreſents them alſo as juſtified and ſaved 
by Jesus CyrIsT. For, as by the offence of one 
(ADam) judgment came upon ALL men 10 co 

lion; even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one (CHRIST) the 
free gift came upon all men 10 juſtification of life: for as 
by the diſobedience of one, many were made ſmners ; ſo 
by the obedience of one, ſhall many be made righteous (k), 
As much as to ſay, the ſalutary effects of the ſecond 
Adam's virtue, are as EXTENSIVE as the penal ones 
of the firlt Adam's fin: or, as the malignity of that 
firſt offence reached even to Ix AN rs, ſubjecting 
them to death; ſo the benefit of Carisrt's obedi- 
ence reaches alfo t Infants, juſtifying, abſolving, 
and reſtoring them to life. It procures for and 
gives to them that SPIRIT of life, which releaſes 
and ſets them free from the law of /in and death, 
Now of Gop's giving, and of men's receiving this 
life-giving Se1R1T, the baptiſmal water is the ap- 
pointed to , or emblem, in the church, 

. This the ſcripture plainly intimates, by ſaying 
Tit. iii. 5. We are SAVED, by the waſhing of regene- 
ration (i. e. Baptiſm, the ſign) and by tbe renewing of 
| the Holy GnosT (the thing ſignified in that cere- 
bt monial waſhing) which be hath ſhed (egene POURED 
il; OUT) un us ebundantiy, through Feſus Chriſt our 
1 Lord. Gs 

From this diſcourſe of the Apoſtle (Rom. v.) 
the following deductions evidently flow. 1. That 
in the conſtruction of the Chriſtian Law, Infants 
are, moſt certainly, in a ſtate of condenmation, and 
are treated as fmners, 2. That they are, therefore, 
capable of juitification or remiſſion, and ftand in 
abſolute need of it; in as much as, without it, — 
m 


(k) Rom. v. 18. 19. 


8 
] 
| 
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muſt eternally lie under the ſentence of death. 
3. As they are capable of this grace, and ſtand in 
abſolute need of it; expreſs proviſion is made, in 
the conſtitution of the GospeL- Covenant, for 
their being juſtified 'and ſaved. But 4. All who by 
the Goſpel-Covenant are entitled to Juſtiſication, 
ſalvation and life, are entitled alſo to Baptiſm ; for 
Baptiſm is a rite, inſtituted by Gop, to fjenifie or 
betcken that thoſe, who are entitled to the bleſſings 
of his covenant, ſhall certainly receive them. | 

The Baptiſm of Infants, viewed in this light, is a 
very rational inſtitution, The great Pa RENT of 
mankind having, in the wi/dom of his providence, 
ſubjected fo vaſt a part of the race to miſeries and 

ains through no default of their own ; it was quite 
reaſonable to believe, that his mercy would appoint 
them ſome teſtimony of his favour, ſome monument 
or pledge that he had not abandoned this noble part 
of his creation to the. ruin and death under which 
they were fallen, That, as they continually ſuf- 
fered the wi/ible tokens of his diſpleaſure in a variety 
of tormenting agonies; ſo, he would graciouſly 
ordain them alſo ſome vibe token of his good-will, 


ſome perpetual and ſtanding n, of his till ac- 


counting them His children, and that they were yet 
the objects of his tender and parental regard. It 
was perfectly juſt, I fay, and reaſonable to imagine 
that the great Pa RENT of theſe tortured and ſuf- 
tering innocents, whenever he erected a church upon 
earth, would appoint ſome ſuch Banding token of his 
mercy and favour to them. Now this, we ſee, he 
did under the Two former diſpenſations, both of 
Abraham and of Moſes: and great conſolation it, 
doubtleſs, gave their pious parents under theſe diſ- 
penſations, when they ſaw them languiſhing in ex- 
treme pains and giving up the ghoſt, to reflect upon 
the ſolemn loten by which the ALMIGHTY had ac- 
cepted them as bis * and had promiſed to 

2 be 


n — 
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be their Gop. But, can it ever be conceived, 
that the diſpenſation of Jzsus Car1sT is defective 
in this important point! That it, herein, comes 
behind, and is inferior to both the former! That 
it has no ſuch ſanding loten of Gop's mercy to con- 
demned Infants, nor any rite by which he viſibly 
admits them now, as he formerly did, into his fa- 
mily or church Ils he a God in covenant to the 
Abrahamic, and to the Jewiſh Infants onLy, and 
not to CHRISTIAN Infants alſo? With great al- 


ſurance we can ſay, to Chriſtian Infants alſo (I). 


And as it thus evidently appears, that, in the ori- 
ginal conſtruction and frame of his church, proviſion. 


was made that the Infants of Gop's people ſhould 
be 


) We are not to imagine, that a/l Infants dying ſuch, but 
thole of believers, or all which die unbaptized, will be annibi- 
lated or never riſe again: but the ſuperior advantage to believers 
Infants, above others, is. 1. That with reſpeC to che/e, Gop 
has been pleaſed to lay himſelf under a more particular cove- 
nant or promiſe of a reſurrection to a future happineſs; whereas 
the other are left more to his ancowenanted mercy. And 2. Their 
circumſtances in a future fate may agreeably to all the moral 
perfections of Go p, be. ſuppoſed more happy and advantageous 
chan theirs who were never thus /o/emnly devoted to him. It being 
an evident and important part of the ſcheme of Gov's moral 
government, that great bleſſings and favours ſhall be conferred 
upon /ome, in conſequence and as a reward of the earneſt and 
ſincere prayers and piety of others. | 

All rational creatures, there is reaſon to believe, are, ſome 
where or other, placed in a ſtate of di/cipline or probation z be- 
fore they pals into a ſtate of fixed and unalterable bliſs. Heaven 
itſelf was, if it be not at preſent, a fate of trial to Angels. 
Infants dying ſuch. therefore, there is ground to preſume, paſs 
into ſach a ſtate. Now, as in our preſent fate of tria?, ſome 
are placed in circumſtances far more advantageous and favoura- 
ble than others: ſo, probably, is it in the flate to which dying 
Infants paſs, Abraham's poiterity were put in circumſtances 
more favourable, for attaining virtue and happineſs, than other 
nations of the earth, on account of their father's piety. The 
ſ:me may b juſtly hoped as to the dying Infants of good men; 
who, according to Go b's command, have been /o/emnly dewated 
to him, whom he hath acknowledged for hs children, and to 
wen he hath, by @ facred covenant, promiſed to be a Gon. 
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be admitted into his covenant, So, it may be ad- 
ded—that ſuch a ſolemn dedication, as is made in 
Baptiſm, of an Infant by its parents to-Gop the 
SUPREAM PARENT, ſeems to be a moſt natural and 
rational ſervice : a ſervice which. a pious 'mind can 
ſcarce poſſibly forbear. Having received fo great a 
gift and cruſt from the almighty ſovereign, how natural 
and 23 is it, that ſoon upon its birth, and 
and while a ſenſe of the obligation is yet warm 
upon the heart, he ſhould make ſome ſolemn” ac- 
knowledement that he has received it from Gop ; 
ſhould openly devote it to him, and lay himſelf un- 
der a ſacred vow to educate it religiouſly, and bring - 
it up in his fear! Is not this, evidently, a becom- 
ing temper and action, upon receiving ſuch a truſt ? 
Would it not naturally have a good influence on 
the conduct of the parent, with regard to his 
child; diſpoſing him either to ren it more chear- 
fully, if taken from him by death; or to train it 
up more religiouſly if its life be continued ? And 
might it not be hoped, that Gop would graciouſly 
accept and reward the piety of ſuch a parent, with 
peculiar bleſſmgs on ſuch a child? 

But, from this general view of the ſeveral diſpen- 
penſations of religion with reſpect to Infants, from 
which their right to Baptiſm may be ſtrongly pre- 
ſumed — We proceed farther to eſtabliſh it by clear 
and direct proots, 


ARGUMENT 


- 
9 


EECUMENT * 


The fr/# argument ſhall be preſented 
under the following propoſitions. 


I. A n T is an inconteſtable fati, that 
the Inrants of believers, were, 
7 in former diſpenſations or ages 
of the church, taken together 
with their parents into covenant 

5 with Gop; and had, by his ex- 
> — a ſacrament or rite given them, as 
&@ token that Jenovan was their Gop; and that in 
conſequence hereof ; HE counted them for His chil- 
dren, and as ſtanding in a peculiar relation to himſelf. 
Gen. xvii. 7, 10, 11, 12. Deut. xxix. 10, 11, 12. 
Fzek. xvi. 20, 21. Sce thele ſcriptures already 


cited, pag. 5, ©, 7, 8. 


II. When theſe InrFanTs of belrevers were thus 
taten into covenant, it was certainly, a great PR i- 
VILEGE, a favour or grant moſt thankfully to be re- 
ceived, 

For, by this zoten, the MosT nicn obliged 
himſelf and covenanted to be THE GOD of that In- 

fant. 
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fant. And what that implies, lee before n 
pag: 6. Now 


III. If this great PRIV . ZOE was once granted 
by Gop to his church, it is a previlege STILL fub- 
fiſting, and is xo in actual and full force, if it has 
not been revoted. But 


IV. This privilege or grant has NEVER been kE- 
VOKED. No ſuch revocation, nor any ſhadow of 
it, appears in the whole book of Gop., There- 


fore | 


V. The Ixr Axxs of believers having STILL 2 
right to their antient UNREPEALED privilege, of 
being admitted with their parents into covenant 


with Gop, and of having its token applied to them; 


it hence neceſſarily follows, that they have right to 
Chriſtian Baptiſm ; for Baptiſm is now the ox ap- 
pointed vaten or ceremony of admiſſion. 

Theſe propoſitions it is humbly apprehended, 
amount to -a demonſtration of the point in de- 
bate. Which of them can be denied? Will any 
man ſay. 1. That the Infant of believers, in the 
former ages of the church, were not taken, with 
their parents into covenant with GoDz bad nat, 
by his expreſs command, a ſacrament or rile given 


them in token that JzHovan was their Gop ; and 


that, in conſequence of this, they were not conſidered 
and treated as being in a peculiar manner 815? This 
no man will affirm, Will it then be faid. 2, That 
this, though it was granted to the Infants of good 
men of old, was really no privilge nor favour to 
them? Neither durſt any man aſſert his. Can 
it be urged then. 3. That this privilege, though 
granted antiently to the church, and enjoyed by it 
many ages, does not, Now, continue to it, nor 
ought, now, to be enjoyed by it; though it be 2 


2 * 
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the ſame time acknowledged not to have been repeal- 
ed? Abſurd to imagine! Will it be faid then, 
4 That this antient privilege or grant has, indeed, 
been repealed? Let the REPEAL be ſhewn, and 
the point ſhall be given up. There appears no 
fuch REPEAL, nor any thing like it, in the whole 
ſacred ſcriptures: on the contrary, there appear 
many things, as will preſently be ſeen, abundantly 
to confirm this invaluable privilege ; and to frengthen 
and enlarge it. And, indeed it were the height of 
abſurdity to imagine, that Jzsus CaurisT came to 

! ſhort the privileges of the church, in any ſingle 
point; and to caſt the children of believers out of 
Gop's covenant, who before were taken into it,— 

It being impoſſible to deny, then, that the In. 
fants of believers have STILL a right to their anli- 
ent UNREPEALED Privilege, of being admitted 
with their parents into Gop's covenant, and of hav- 
ing its token applied to them.—The conſequence 
is inevitable.—That they have then a right to Bap- 
tiſm, the appointed token of Gop's covenant, and the 
only inittatory rite by which perſons are now admitted 
into it. 

The point is farther proved thus. 


rr ——— 


ARGUMEN.T. II. 


From the ABRAHAMIC COVENANT, 


T HE covenant which Gov made with Abraham, 
and with His Step, Gen. xvii. (into which his 
Infants were taken, together with himſelf, by the 
rite of circumciſion.) That covenant I ſay, is the very 
SAME Which WE are now under, even the cbrif- 
| tian 
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tian or goſpel covenant ; and ABRAHAM, in that 
cranſaQioh, acted and is conſidered under the cha- 
rafter of 'oUR Faruzs, the Father of us bet 
Gentiles : the original grants, therefore, and 5 
leges of that covenant muſt neceſſarily belong t US, 
believing Gentiles, 11s SEEn.—Now it was an indiſ- 
putable grant or privilege of that covenant, that In- 
ranTs ſhould be receiyed, © together with their 
parents, into it; and ſolemnly paſs under its facra- 
ment or ſeal. This rant, therefore, or privilege, 
in behalf of our IN FAN Ts, we, believing Genti 55 
may now confidently claim. 

That we, believing Gentiles, are tbe SE x; really 
included and intended in that covenant ; and that 
Abraham, in that tranſaction, was conſidered as 
ovs FATHER—1s 2 point actually and moſt clearly 
determined by St Paul. For in two ſeveral epiſtles 
(Rom. iv. and Ga/at. iii.) where he is ex laining the 
nature and extent of the chriſtian or 20 1 covenant, 
he quotes TH 1s covenant made with Abraham (Gen. 
xvii) refers to it, and reaſons from it, and fetches 
arguments thence to prove, that Bx LI ENYERS from 
among the Gentiles are, under the chriſtian diſpenia- 
tion, to be Fella. heir with tbe Jes, and are the 
REAL Sr EU of Abrabam intended in that covenant, 
See Rom. iv. 9 rticularly ver. 16, 17. ere 
fore 17 (i. e. che tleltednes, or 3 of the 
Abrahamic covenant) is of Fair R, that 2 ight be 
by grace; to the end THE Prom ISE _ elo 
ALL THE SEED 3 ot to that only whic THE 
Law, but to that all which is of the garn or 
Abrabam, who is the r or US ALL, (i. e. of 
believing Genzules as well as Jews, ) as it is written 


(Gen. xvii. 5.) 1 have made thee a FATHER of MANY 
Nax ions. c 
e th the 5 5 „ the Apaſtle alſo 


aſſures us, Galat. ui. 7 77 who ans of 


— —— 
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Frs (Believers) the ſame are THE CailDney 
of Abraham. And ver. 29. If ye are ChRisr's 
(i. e. Believers) then are ye ABRanam's SEED, and 
beirs according to the promiſe. And again ver. 16, 17. 

that to Abraham, and to 81s SEED, were the promiſes 
made; (which Step he proves to be all true 
believers, taken in a collective ſenſe as the bo- 
dy of Cbriſt; and adds); now this 1 ſay, that 
the covenant which was confirmed before of Gor in 
CRRIST («5 xprw reſpecting Chriſt, or true be- 
lievers) the Law, which was 430 years after C AN- 
NOT DISANNUL, that it ſbould make the PROM1SE of 
no ErrEcT. — Now that the promiſes, or cove- 
nant, here referred to, which the Apoſtle affirms 
to be STILL in force, and NOT 10 be diſannulled, muſt 
be, and is his covenant, (Gen. xvii, ) into which Ix- 
FANTS were taken by a vi ble rite, is moſt evident; 
becauſe, this is the ONLY covenant, in which Gop 
ever made and confirmed promiſes TO Abraham and 
To his ſeed. 

Seeing, then, it is inconteſtable—that we be- 
lieving Gentiles, are THE SEED intended in that 
covenant ; it follows, that we have an undoubted 
right to ALL its privileges and grants; conſequent- 
ly, to the admiſſion of our IN ANS into it; and 
conſequently, to their paſſing under its . or 

2 

This toten or ſn was originally circumci . but 
when Gop ſent his ſon into the world further to ex- 
plain and confirm this covenant, and to publiſh it 
zo all nations, he was pleaſed to alter its wean or 
initiating rite, from circumciſon to Baptiſm: pa 
perhaps, as circumcifion was a painful 400 Boa 
rite, and obnoxious to great reproach and contempt 
amongſt the Gentiles; but, principally, becauſe 
both ſexes were now to be alike viſibly received into 
the covenant 3 and under this new difpenfarion of 
it, 
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it, there was to be neither male nor female, Galat. 


it. 28. (m) 


Thus then ſtands the argument, in ſhort—if we are 


Car1T's (Believers) iben are we Abraham's SEED, 
(Gal. iii. 29.) but, if we are Abrabam'sSt tb, we have 
then a right to ALL be grants and privileges of that 
covenant which Gop made with Mrabam, and with 
HIS SEED: but the Ap Missio of his InrAnTS, 
together with himſelf, was an indiſputable grant or 
privilege of that covenant : therefore, as it was given 
to Abraham ouR FATHER, it muſt neceſſarily re- 
main and endure to vs HIS SEED. 


_—_— 


ARGUMEN T III 


From the Co Miss Io. 


Third argument for admitting Infants to Bap- 
A tiſm, may be drawn—from the ſenſe in which 


the AposTLEs, when ſent forth 0 baptize, would 


naturally and even neceſſarily underſtand their commiſ- 


fon. Go TEACH (webmwoale diſciple or proſelyte) 


ALL NATIONS BAPTIZING THEM (n), It is 


now enquired, in what ſenſe they would underſtand 
this cammiſſion? Whether, as authorizing them to 


baptize only the believing adult : or, to give this to- 
D 2 | ken 


(m) That circumciſion is aboliſhed, is acknowledged by all; 
but the Abrahamic covenant till ſubſiſting, and being no other 
than the goſpel covenant, and of this geſpel covenant it being ac- 
knowleged that Baptiſm is now the appointed token or fign ; it 
hencc evidently follows, that Baptiſm now ſucceeds in the room 


of circamcifion. Accordingly it is called the chriftian circum- 


ciſion, or circumciſion of Chriſt, Col. ii, 11; 12. 
(n) Mat. xxviii. 19. 
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ken of Gop's covenant alſo to the Iny ANS of ſuch 
believers? The commiſſion is delivered in ſuch ge- 
neral terms as not certainly to determine this. If 
any part of it can be faid to exclude Infants, it mu 
be the word zeach (o). But ſuppoſe it had been ſau, 
—20 teach, proſelyte, all nations c1RCUMCISING 
them, —Would not zbe Apoſtles, without any farther 
warrant, have naturally and juſtly thought, that 
upon proſelyting the Gentile parent and zune 
him, his IN TAN TS alſo were to be circumciſed ? 
Or, if a divine command had been given to the 
twelve patriarchs of old, to go into Egypt, Arabia, 
&c. and TEACH them the Gop of Abrabam, cir- 
cumciſing them. —— Would they not, muſt they not, 
have underſtood it as authorizing them to perform 
this ceremony, not upon the paremt only, but alſo 
upon the Ix FAN Ts of ſuch as believed in the Gop 
of Abraham? Without all queſtion they would. 

Hence then it is plain, that the word, teach, 
(diſciple or proſelyte) concludes nothing, certainly, 
againſt Ix r AN TS being admitted, with their believing 
parents, into Gop's covenant by Baptiſm. But, 
if the word, teach, does not neceſſarily EXCLUDE 
Bifants; let us fee, whether there are not ſuch cir- 
cumſtances attending this commiſſion, as would na- 
turally and even neceffarily lead the "Apoſtles to 
apprehend InNFanTs to be afraly 1NcLuDED 
therein. t | 

Now, here let it be conſidered no the per- 
fons were, to whom the tommiſion was given? 


They were Jews; men, who had been educated in 
the knowledge of that covenant, which Gop had 


made with Abraham and their farbers ; iy ho 
new 


(o) The word rendered teach (jiahn7rwgels) in the r9th verſe, 
is not the /ame with that in the next verſe, teaching them 10 
ob/erve all things - (duduskeilic) but is of a more large and 
e fignification, and is better rendered to proſe/ite or 
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knew-it to be $T1LL in force —Meh, who had feen, 
that ia all cohort rinatinnt Batit Gan and 
his church, the Id FANS of believers had alivays been 
admitted, together with heir parents, ind paſſe 
under the ſame mtating rite — Mew who appre- 


FAC 


by - 


favour to them; and knew, or were to be Toon in- 
formed, that the Gentiles (all nations) were now to 


fraftice of the church, that when any Gentile was 
taught (praſelyted to the worſhip of the Geb & 
Jac) himſelf was baptized, and all bis Infants were 
baptized with him, and theſe Infants were ca 4 
proſelytes, Further, they were men Feweß jealous 
and zenacicus of their antient rites —They had ſeen 
alſo, under their da, by Gop's expreſs command, 
children of a_ month old and upwards enrolled in the 
temple regiſter ; and entered, as miniſters to 
Aa 4:54 as doing the ſervice of the tabertiacle, and as 
keeping the charge 'of . the ſanFuary (p).—They had 
been, often, witneſſes to the kind regard their 
maſter had ſhewn to /z/tle children; and had been 
once ſeverely rebuked by him for hindering their 
being brought to receive his benediction; and faw 
him laying his hands on them, and ſolemnly declaring 
them to be ſubjefts of bis kingdom. Further, they 
knew that Baptiſm was appointed as à 7oken from 
Gop of the remiſſian of fin, or of juſtification ; and 
that Infants were in the eye of the chriſtian law 
treated as finners, and under a ſentence of condemna- 
tion.— Finally: they knew that CHRIS came, not 

to 


(p) Numb. iii. 6, 7, 8, 28. And claimed by Gop as n1s 
SERVANTS, Levit. XXX- 41, 42. 
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40 kſen or abridge the privileges of Gop's church 
(of which this admiſſion of Infants was confeſſedly 
one) but to hergbten and to enlarge them. Let theſe 
ſeveral circumſtances be impartially weighed, and 
then let any man ſay whether, as the commiſſion 
will admit of a favourable and a large ſenſe, ſo as 
to include Infants, the apoſtles would not naturally, 
and even neceſſarily, ſuppoſe them comprebended there- 
in? And whether, there was not a moſt ſtrong, 
and moſt manifeſt necefſity, if CHRIST intended 
that Infants ſhould at be included in it, that he 
ſhould have expreſsly excepted them? 

The commiſſion viewed in this, which is its proper 
and true /ight, is ſo far from concluding any thing 
againſt the baptizing Infants, that it ſtrongly favours 
and ſupports it. For ſince, it is delivered in ſuch 
general terms as to be capable of admitting Infants ; 
and ſince, from the above circumſtances, the apoſtles 
would naturally and unavoidably underſtand it as 
intending their admiſſion ; it follows, that our Lor 0's 
filence, as to theſe, is a ſtrong and moſt manifeſt pre- 
ſumption in their favour z and that his not excluding, 
or excepting, them from the chriſtian covenant, is, 
in all equitable conſtruction, @ permiſſion or order 
that they ſhould be admitted into it. 


ARGU- 


— 


AR G U ME NT IV. 


Shall be drawn, from the EVIDENT AND 
CLEAR CONSEQUENCES of other paſſages 
of SCRIPTURE. 


I. IN Rom. xi. the Apoſtle, diſcourſing of the ex- 

cluſion of a chief part of the Jews from the 
viſible church of Gop, and the reception of the Gen- 
tiles in their ſtead; ſpeaks of it under this figure, 
ver. 17. And if ſome of the branches (the Jews) be 
broken off, and thou (a Gentile) being a wild olive tree, 
wer't grafted in amongſt them, and w1TH THEM par- 
takeſt of the root and faineſs of the olive tree; boaſt 
not Sc. Here let it be noted. 1. The olive tree, 
is the ABRAHAMIC covenant or church; from which, 
the unbelieving Jews are caſt out; ahd into which, 
the believing Gentiles are taken in their ſtead. 2. The 
root and fatneſs of this olive tree, of which the in- 
grafted branches partake, are the religious privileges 
or grants, belonging to that covenant or church, 
Now 3. It was a very valuable and indiſputable pri- 
vilege of that covenant, that the faith of à parent 
grafted his children, together with himſelf into that 
olive tree, i. e. admitted them into the church, or 
into a covenant-relation to God. Therefore 4. The 
unbelieving Jew being cut off from this root, and 
the believing GENTILE ſucceeding, and being graft- 
ed into his room, and partaking jointh with the na- 
tural branches of ALL their church-privileges, im- 
munities and grants, he muſt undoubtedly partake 
of TH1s privilege too. | | 
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What part of this argument can poſſibly be de- 
nied? Will it be faid—that the faith of a parent 
did not graft his CHILDREN, together with himſelf, 
into the viſible church, before the coming of Cu r1sT ? 
No—oar, that his was not @ privilege? No—can 
it be urged then, that believing GEN TIL ts are not 
now taken in 10 he Tu οα THS pins Joixr-PA R- 
TAKERS of - #he roof (q), i. e. of the church- privile- 
ges and grants which the unbelieving Jew hath loſt ? 
This were highly abſurd : for they are expreſsly de- 
clared, by the apoſtle (r), to be Suyxanporoper FE L- 
LoW-HIxS ; Svogaug of the SAME Bopy ; and 
BULLETS Tus ETA4Y YeMURS Joint - PARTAKE RS of 

the ow 
The argument, then, moſt clearly and ſtrongly 
concludes for the vile admiſſion of the Infants of 
believing GENTILES, together with themſelves, in- 
to the covenant and church of Gop. Is he the 
God of the Jews only? Is he not alſo of the Gx x- 
TILES? A Gop, in the ſame manner, in the ſame 
latitude and exten, to us, as he was to THEM? 
Yes; he is, updoubtedly, thus aGod 10 believing 
e afp. Accordipgl Iiziah, ſpeaking of 
the Chriſtian diſpen/aton, or the ſtate of the church 
under te Mz AH, ſais, that not only belevers 

0 


| ſhauld be eſteemed abe feed of the bleſſed of the Lord, 
(or the bleſſed ſeed of the Lord) but alſo, THEIR 
OFFSPRING Jogether with them (s). 


II. Fram our Satzgy's qyn words, Mark, x. 14. 
Suffer the LITTLE CHILDREN 49 Come unt me and 
forbid them nat, for of ſuch is the kingdom of 05. 
And John iii. 5. Except am one (Tus) is born of maler 
and of the ſpirit, he camnut enter into the kingdom of 
Gov. From theſe iwo paſſages, I ſay, put together 
the right of Infarzs.to;Baptiim may be allo clearly 
inferred. For in one, they are declared actually to 


(q) Rom. xi. 17. (r) Eph. iii. 6. (s) Ifa. Ixv. 23. 
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have a place in Gop's kingdom or church; and 
yet into this kingdom or church, the other, as ex- 
preſsly ſays, Nox E can be admitted without being 
baptiſed. | | 

The kingdom of Gop, in the goſpel, denotes, 
either the vi/b/e church on earth; or the inv/ble 
one in heaven. Anſwerable to theſe, there is a 
twofold regeneration, namely, a being born again of 


water (i. e. baptiſed, which is therefore called the 


waſhing of regeneration, Tit. iii. 5.) which admits 
into the viſſble church, and, a being born again of 
the ſpirit (called the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt,) 
which admits into tbe inviſible. Now, in which 
ſoever of theſe ſenſes the expreſſion is here taken, 
it ſtrongly concludes for the Baptiſm of InranTs. 
For | 
I. If, by the kingdom of Gop, be meant the vj/4- 
ble church on earth; our Lok bp, by ſaying of ſuch is 
the kingdom, declares that Infants are to be conſider- 
ed as having a place in his kingdom, i. e. as being 
members of that body, ſociety or church, which he, 
- as Messlanu came to rule and to fave, But, if 
they are to be conſidered as a part of his kingdom, 
or vifible church, they are, then, 10 be baptiſed, or 
born * of water, for this is the only appointed 
rite of entring inio it. Or 
2, If, by the kingdom of Gop, we underſtand 
the invifible church in heaven; into that INFANTS 
cannot enter, except they are born again of the ſpirit, 
i. e. regenerated, quickened and raiſed from the 
dead (t). But, if they are capable and proper 
ſubjects of a regeneration by the Sp1R1T, they muſt 
be alſo of Baptiſm; for the baptiſmal! water is nothing 


elſe but the appointed taten or emblem of this rege- 
| E 


nerating 


) A reſurrection from the dead is frequently ſpoken of in 
ſcripture as a being born again, or a regeneration. Vid. Rom. 
i. 4. Luke xx. 36. Mat. xix. 28, Acts xiii. 33. Rom. vill. 
29. Col. i. 18. Heb. i. 
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nerating ſpirit. Seeing then, that Goh grants them 
the thing ſignified, viz. the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
it can never be thought his will, that the gn or 
token be denied them, viz. the waſbing of regenera- 
lion, or Baptiſm. | 

The argument, then is concluſive in whatever 
ſenſe we take, the kingdom of Gor. For our LoD 
having, in one place, declared that the LITTLE 
Ca1lLDREN ſhould be brought to him, becauſe of su 
is the KINO: and in another, that except any 
one is born of water, baptiſed, he cannot enter into 
this KING DOMH-it moſt evidently follows—that 
Infanis are capable of being born again of water, or 
baptiſed 3 becaufe, elſe, they could not enter into this 
kingdom, into which our Lon p here expreſsly de- 
clares, they do enter, and are admitted (u). 

It cannot be here ſaĩd that the words oy son 
are to be underſtood, not of Infants in years, 
but of perſons of a childlike and bumble diſpoſition. 
Becauſe, this would repreſent our Lok D's conduct 
as extremely abſurd. For, why ſhould he be very 
angry with his diſciples, for forbidding Infants in 
years to be brought to him, becauſe of grown per- 
/ons of an humble diſpoſition his kingdom conſiſted? 
There is no juſt connection betwixt his great dif- 
pleaſure at them for keeping Infants from him; and 
his giving, as the reaſon of it, that to quite different 
ſubjetis, meek and humble perſons, his kingdom 

be- 


(u) The words, ohr iii. 5. thus interpreted, are a very per- 
tinent and jult rebulce of Meodemuis cowardice. It is as though 
our Lord had ſaid ---- ** Except you have the caurage to profeſs 
*« openly my religion, ſignified by your ſubmiſſion to the cere- 
*© mony of Baptiſm, you cannot be a member of my vil 
church on earth: and, notwihſtanding your deſcent from 
*© Abraham, if you are not born of an Bebe; principle, even 
of the /pinit, or Holy Ghoſt; your mind will be never raiſed 
to that ſtate of parity and -maral rectitude, nar your bady to 
that incorruptibility, ſpirituality and life, which is nece ſſary 
** to your admiſſion into my invi/4/e kingdom in heaven.“ 
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belonged. According to this interpretation, our 
Loxp might rationally have done the fame, had 
lambs or doves been going to be prefented to him; 
he might have been very angry with thoſe who ſhould 
have forbid them and have ſaid—ſuffer them to be 
brought, for or such, i. e. of perſons of a meek 
and harmleſs temper, is tbe kingdom of Gor (x) 

Finally: let it be added—that as our Lon p 
took theſe Ix r AN rs into bis arms, laid bis hands upon 
and bleſſed them ;, it hence appears—that Infants are 
CAPABLE of the divine influence, benediction, and ile 
operations of the KOLY SP1R1T, Now what are 
theſe, but the very things 222 intended to be 

repreſented by the baptiſmal water? Though our 
Lorp did not pour water on them, putting up a 
prayer for them; he performed a religious ceremony 
on them equally ſolemn, and of much, (perhaps, 
exafly) the ſame purport ; he laid bis bands upon them, 
and prayed ; which was an act of religious worſtip- 
hardly at all differing from bapti/ing them with water. 
Yea, it was a far greater thing for the ſavior of the 
world to take up Infants in his arms and folemnly 
to bleſs them, than for any minifter now to baptiſe 
them with water in his name. Further 


UT. It is alſo very worthy to be obſerved—that 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, as well as the Few, 
makes an evident diſtinction betwixt the children of 
believers and the children of infidels. | 
Several of the Corinthian converts having unbe- 
lieving yoke-fellows, doubted of the lawfulneſs of 
cohabiting with them ; and ſeemed to think them- 
ſelves obliged 4 ſeparate; leſt the offspring of ſuch 
unequal marriages ſhould be deemed impure and un- 
meet to be taken into covenant with Gop. This 
their doubt ſeemed to be juſt, and to carry in it 
E 2 great 


(x) Dr Gale, therefore, ingenuouſly owns, that this paſſage 
is to be underſtood of Infants in years, Reflections &c. pag. 421» 
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great weight; being grounded on the known con- 
duct of F£zra, and the Jewiſh elders, in a parallel 
caſe. See Ezra x. 1, 2, 3. But the peſtle reſolves 
it, by telling them that the unbelicving yoke-fellow 
was lo far ſanctiſied by (or to, or becauſe of ) the belicv- 
ing, as that tbeir children which would otherwiſe be v x- 
CLEAN, are now HOLY (y). Here then we ſee a 
molt clear and evident di/tinfion made betwixt the 
children of believers and the children of infidels : the 
one are UNCLEAN, i. e. do not ſtand in any viſible 
covenant relation to IE HOVAH, and the other are 
holy, i. e. in the ſame ſenſe holy, as the Zews were an 
boly nation, taken into a peculiar relation to Gop. 
Theſe ſeveral ſcriptures being impartially weighed, 
the propriety and fitneſs of bringing children to Bap- 
tiſm ſeems to be eſtabliſhed beyond all rational 
doubt. As a concluſion of this argument I beg 
leave to aſk, Muſt not the CHRISTIAN diſpenſa- 
tion be allowed, in all things, to have the preference, 
and to be better than the Fewiſh? But, if it Ex- 
CLUDES our Infants from the covenant of Gop, 
and from ſtanding in any federal relation to heaven; 
then here is one, and that a very important and 
conſiderable inſtance in which it is vaſtly znferior. 
Now, had this really been the caſe, how mighty 
and juſt a prejudice would it have raiſed in the Jets 
againſt CyrIsT1AniTY! What complaints and ob- 
jection, ſhould we, doubtleſs, have heard them 
making againſt this new diſpenſation, as caſting 
their CHILDREN out of Gop's CoveEnNANT, and 
putting them upon à level with thoſe of Infidels and 
Pagans! But, as amongſt their many and loud 
cavils at the religion of CHRIS, and the continued 
oppoſitions and reproaches of the Tudaizers, we 
find not the leaſt ſhadow of à complaint of this kind, 
it may with great aſſurance be concluded, there 


was no ſuch occaſion given; but that CHRIST1an1- 
i | TY 


(y) x Cor. vii. 14. 
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TY, as it found, fo it continued and confirmed, | 

the InranTs of good men in the covenant of Gop. | 

Having proceeded thus far in the argument; | 

I beg leave here to recapitulate, and ſum up the | 

force of what has been offered, in the following | 

queries ; which will ſoon lead a fair enquirer to an 
eaſie iſſue of the debate. 


Query I. Are not Infants, in the eye or conſtruc- 
tion of the Chriſtian law, under a ſentence of condem- 
nation, and treated as ſinners? | | 

Query II. Are they not, conſequently, in the 
eye of that law, capable of juſtification and of being 
treated as righteous ? | 

Query III. If, then, they are capable of juſtifica- 
tion and remiſſion, is it not moſt highly reaſonable 

and even neceſſary to ſuppoſe that the Chriſtian law, 

which is a manifeſtation of Gop's richeſt mercy to 
mankind, has made proviſion for it, and given ſome 
token of it? 

Query IV. Were not the Infants of believers 
taken into covenant with Gop ; and did they 
not ſtand in a more immediate relation to him, than 
the Infants of unbelieving Canaanites, Moabites &c. 
both under the Abrabamic and Moſaic diſpenſations? 
And was not this a peculiar honeur and advantage 
to theſe Infants ? 

Query V. Are not the Infants of us, Chriſtians, 
as capable of this favour, viz. of being taken viſibly 
into Gop*s covenant, as their (the Ifraehites) Infants 

were: but if ours ARE NOT; is not, here an 
important circumlance in which both the Abrabamic 
and Moſaic diſpenſations were more favourable to man- 
kind, and manifeſted GREATER GRACE than the 
diſpenſation of Jtsus CHRIST ?—But can this 
poſſibly be ? 

Query VI. Are not the Infants of ChRISTI- 
ANS (who are now an boly priefibood, and who . 

cee 
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ceed to all the privileges of the Jewiſb church) are 
not, I lay, their Infants as capable Ts uahnTwede; 
of being diſcipied; as the Infants of the Jewiſh 
prieſibocd were, of being enrolledvin the temple re- 
giſter, and entered as miniſters to Aaron, and as 
cue rug guraxas rav a yew Keeping the charge of the 
fanfuary (2): and are not Infants as capable, under 
the Chriſtian covenant, of being baptiſed as they 
were of circumciſion both under the Abrahamic and 
Moſaick ? | 

Let the ſcriptures, then interpret themſelves z 
and one part of the divine di/penſation be ſuffered to 
explain the other (of which other, it was intended 
to be a figure or ſype) and we ſhall find it pertectly 
agreeable, to the Analogy and file of ſcripture, as 
well as to the reaſon of things, that [fan's ſhould 
be admitted as members of the Chriſtian church, 
and are therefore included in the commiſſion to bap- 


tile. 


ARGUMENT v. 
From Arosrol 10 TRADITION. 


H E Baptiſm of Infants was the undowbted prar- 
| tice of the Chriftian church, in its pureſt and 
Frſt ages; the ages immediately ſucceeding - the 
"Apoſtles ; who could not but know whort the Aros- 
TOL1C dofirine and pratiice was as to this matter, 

This, I apprehend, to be an argument of great 
weight. For the enquiry being about a Fact, 
which could not but be prickly and perfectly known, 
and not poſſible /o be miſtaten, in the ages imme- 

| diately 
(2) Vid. Numb. wi. 6, 7, 8, 28. 


in Religion of Infant Baptiſm. 31 


diately ſucceeding the Apoſtles ; the ſenſe of thoſe 
ages, concerning ibis fat, muſt needs be of great 
moment in deciding the point. — Whether the 
APposTLES and EvANGEL15$S Ts formed the firſt 
churches, throughout the whole world, upon zbe 
plan of IN TANT-BAPTIS M; or vor; that is 
to ſay, whether they admitied Infants, together with 
their believing parents, into the church by Baptiſm; 
or did vor ſo admit them, was 4 fas of ſuch 
nature as could not but be evident, and mw 
known, to ALL the Chriſtians of the firſt age. Nor 
was it, humanly ſpeaking, poſſible that the Aros- 
TOLIC practice in this point ſhould be univer- 
all departed from, diſuſed and thrown out, 
in ſo ſoort a ſpace of time, as we ſhall preſently ſee 
the Baptiſm of INFANTS to have UNIVERSALLY 
prevailea, To prepare the way to this proof, I beg 
leave to premiſe theſe /wo things, 

1. To weaken the teſtimony of the anzient wri- 
ters and fathers upon this 2 ſome have objected 
the many fooliſh — abſurd opinions and interpreta- 
lions of ſcripture with which their writings abound. 
But this is extremely weak. For they are not here 
appealed to as reaſoners, or interpreters, but only 
as hiſtorians or witneſſes to a public Banding Fa cr. 

2, If any think ir as ny that we have 10 
more expreſs teſtimonies to this practice of the 
church, in the writings of theſe fathers, let him 
to conſider.— That the far greater part of their 
writings are Juſt ; and that it is but little more than 
their names and a few pieces of their works, eſpe- 
cially as to the firfl age, that are tranſmitted 
down to us. And alſo, that the Baptiſm of Ixfarts 
being then univerſally profiiſed, no doubts or 
diſpute having ever been moved about it; and it 
being likewiſe the conſtant ever-prevailing cuſtom 
of all the enemies of Chriſtianity, both Jeus and 


Hagans, to admit Infants to a participation of their 


religious 
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religious ceremonies and rites together with their parents, 
Theſe things conſidered, it will not appear ftrange 
that this point is fo rarely touched on in the wri- 
tings of thoſe times. There are a thouſand religi- 
ous books written in the preſent age, in which the 
leaſt hint is not to be found about bapti/ing of In- 
fants, though the point has now been ſo lang and 
fo warmly controverted amongſt us: much leſs, 
then, ſhould one expect to find any thing but a 
few alluſions and hints as to this matter, in the books 
of thoſe early times. 

This being premiſed, we proceed to the tetimo- 

nies, The firſt ſhall be from 

Jus TIN MarTYR, who wrote about forty years 

after the Apoſtolic age. He ſays © Kai ToAALITE; Kath TOAAGE 

* En ,, t CI ojantarreta oi & HD eie, Tw 
eise. Several perſons among us, both men and women, 
H ſixty or ſeventy years old, who were proſelyted, or made 
1 « Aiſciples, to CHRIST in, or from, their infancy do 
1 & continue uncorrupt (a).“ Now, proſelyted to CHRIS 
1 from their infancy, they could not be, without being, 
if from their infancy, conſidered and treated as proſe- 
bytes to CHR 1ST; that is, without being from their 
br infancy baptiſed. —For whoſoever cure fncav ro yore 
1% were diſcipled or proſelyted to Cn Is r, were by his 
; expreſs order, Mat. xxviii. 19. o be baptiſed. Note 
| | feventy years from Jus ix carries us back, almoſt, 
| into the middle of the Apos Tol Ic age. 

In EN A vs, who wrote about ſixty ſeven years after 
the Apoſtles ; and was born, it is ſaid, ſome years 
before the death of St. Jobn, ſays concerning CHRIST. 
— * Omnes enim venit per ſemetipſum ſalvare; 
«. omnes inquam, qui per eum renaſcuntur in deum, 
« IN TAN TES & parvulos & pueros & juvenes (b).“ 
— That be came 10 ſave all perſons by bimſelf; all, 
« [ mean, who by him are regenerated, i. e. baptiſed, 
co unto 


* 


(a) Juſt. Martyr. _ ii. 
(b) Irenæus adv. Hzres lib. iii. cap. 39. 
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uno God, IxT AN rs and [tte ones, and youths and 
eller per fons,” That the word #enaſcor, regenerated, 
in the writings bf theſe antients, particularly. of 
Iren2us, is farniliatly ufed to ſignifie, Baptiſed 
ſee from a vaſt variety of inſtances proved , beyond 
all doubt, im Dr #all's Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm. 
Vol. I. Chap. iii. $ 2, 3. and Defence pag, 419. 
—And that by IxrAxrs, are here meant, Chil. 
dren, before they come to the uſe of reaſon, is evi- 
dent, not only as #eſe muſt neceſſarily be included 
in the ALL whom he came o /ave ; but alſo becauſe, 
after he had mentioned [rifants and others regenera- 
ted, he runs ovet the ſeveral ranks of age again ; 
but with this remarkable difference, that whereas 
he mentighs the benefft of CNRISsT's exanle, as 
what was to be taken by each of the other ranks, 
viz. the parvuli, the juvenes and the ſeniores, he 
ſais no ſuch thing concerning the Infantes Infants ; 
for this reaſon, no doubt; viz. that ibeſe only, of 
all the mentioned ranks, were zncapable of this 
beneflt. | 
_ TenTviLiian, Who flouriſhed about an hundred 

years after the Apoſtles, is the only perſon, anon 
the antients, who adviſes to defer the Baptiſm 
Infants, etepr in caſes of neceſſity or in danger of death. 
But his adviſing to defer it, except in caſes of 16. 
oſſty, is an incbnteſtible proof that the Zaptiſmg, of 
Infants was the praffiſ? of thoſe times. And as he 
appears to be quite ſngular in this his advice; ſo, 
that he was. extremely whim/ical- and abſurd in his 
opinions on this, as well as ſeveral other points of 
religion, al who have read his works perfeckly 
well know. For, upon the ſame grounds on 
which he recommends the deferring the Baptiſm 
of Infants, he adviſes alſo— © That unmarried per 
& fe Bout be kept off from this ſacrament, who are 
seh to come into temptation ;, as well thoſe who never 
* were married, as thoſe in widowhood z until they 
F either 


— _ 


34 The Moral Purpoſes and Uſe 


« either marry, or be confirmed in continence. They 


c who underſtand the weight of Baptiſm will rather 
« dread the receiving of it, than the delaying of 11 (c).“ 
This is TERTULLI1AN 5s reaſoning upon the point; 
but we have nothing to do with at; all we cite 
him for is a voucher to an antient fact, to prove that 
in his days Infants were baptiſed, To this fact he 
bears inconteſtible witneſs. - His ſaying— *©* Iraque_ 
& pro cujuſque perſonæ conditione, c. Therefore. 
& according to every ones condition, diſpoſition and alſo 
* age, the delaying of Baptiſm is more profitable ;, eſpe- 
& cially in the caſe of children: and his aſking 
— * Quid feſtinat innocens ætas ad remiſſionem 
e peccatorum? Quid enim neceſſe eſt, ſi non 
e tam neceſſe ſponſores etiam periculo ingeri.“ 
— Why does that innocent age make ſuch haſte to 
& the remiſſion of fins, i. e. to the laver of Baptiſm? 
* IV hat occaſion is there, except in caſes of neceſſuy, 
« that the ſponſors or godfathers, be brought into dan- 
« ger (d)? Theſe queſtions plainly prove the bap!:- 
ſing ef Infants to have been the practice of his days. 
Note. There are ſome, who upon very proba- 
ble grounds, underſtand theſe paſiiges of Tertullian 
as relating only to the Baptiſm of the Infants f 
HEATHEN parents; which when they came into 
their power by purchaſe, conqueſt, c. the Chriſtians 
of thoſe times were wont to baptiſe. And that 
it is only to delay the baptiſing of ſuch Infants as 
theſe, which Tertullian adviſes, there is ſtrong reaſon 

to believe. | 
Hitherto, we find this point, of Infant Baptiſm, 
but tranſiently touched on by theſe early writers: 
there having yet no tontroverfie or doubt ariſen in the 
church which might give occaſion to their ſpeak- 
ing more expreſily concerning it. But about his 
time, there aroſe ſome Ciſpute about Ox1 A 
g IN 


(e) Tert, de Baptiſmo cap, 18. (d) Ibid. 
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Six, or the nature and degree of that pollution 
with which new-born Infants are tainted. Hence- 
forward, therefore, we o_ _ more diref? and 

expreſs paſſages relating to their iſm. 

0 _ ©, about - bunared 2 ten years after 
the Apoſtles, ſpeaking of the pollution which cleaves 
to Infants, ſais, — « Adde his etiam. — Beides this 
e alſo let it be conſidered; what is the reaſon, that where- 
„ as the Baptiſm of the church is given for the forgive- 
« neſs, INFANTS alſo by the uſage of the church are 
« BAPTISED: when if there were nothing in IN- 
« FANTS which wanted forgiveneſs and mercy, the 
grace of BAPT1s M would be needleſs to them (e).“ 
And again, Parvuli baptizantur in remiſſio- 
nem.*”— © INFANTS ARE BAPTISED for tbe re- 
<« miſſion of fins, Of what Sins? Or when have they 
« firmed? Or bow can any reaſon of the laver bold 
« good in their caſe ; but according to that ſenſe before 
mentioned; none is free from pollution, though 
his life be but the length of one day upon the 
earth? And it is for that reaſon, becauſe, by the 
* ſacrament of Baptiſm the pollution of our birth is ta- 

&* ken away, that INFANTS ARE BAPTISED (f).“ 
In another treatiſe he ſais — « Pro hoc & eccle- 
&« ſia. % For this alſo it was, that the church bad 
from the Apoſtles a tradition, or order, TO GIVE 
* BAPTISsM alſo to Ix Ax Ts. For they to whom 
«© the divine myſteries were committed, knew that there 
eig in all perſons the natural pollution of Sin, which 
« muſt be done away by water and the ſpirit (8). 
There are other paſſages of Origen, full to this 
point: but theje, already cited, abundantly prove 
the Baptiſm of Infants to be the ſtanding cuſtom of his 
days. Thar they are genuine and authentic, ſee 
clearly ſhewn in Dr Wallis Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm, 
Vol. I. pag. 55.—and defence, pag. 372. 
F 2 Note, 
(e) Homil. viii. in Levit Cap. 12. (f) Tbid in Luc, 
(2) Ibid. Comment. in Fpiſt, Rom. L. 5. ; 
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Note. Qz1Gzx was born, about eighty five gears 
after the age of the Apgftles ; and if baptiſed in In- 
fency (as there is no reaſon to queſtion but he was, 
his father and grand father having bath been Cbriſ- 
tians) here is clear proof of its grafzice very near 
the Apoficiie age. Though he refided chiefly at 
Aexandria in Han, he bad been converſant in all- 
malt all the noted churches of the world. His 
teſtimony, therefore, to the point may juſtly be 
WN to ſpeak the ſenſe of them all th). FT 

e next proceed to CYPRIAaNn, Who wrote- 
about an hundred aud fifty years after the Apoſtles 3, | 
and gives, if it be poſſible, a yet more and indubi- 
table teſtimony to this fact. In his time (An Do- 
mini 253) a council of faxiy-/ix biſhops being con- 
vened at Carthage; one Fidus, 2 country biſhop, 
having entertained ſome doubt (not whether Int 
ſhould be baptiſed at all, but) whether Baptiſi might 
lawfully be given them, till they were eight days dd, 
according to the jaw of circumciſun? In anfwer- 
to this t, they ui nöhöö'hů Georeed— *©* That. 
4 the 1 Infants was nat te be deferred till the- 
« eighth day. — And after many things ſpoken. 
to the point they conclude thus— Cæterum ſi 
* homines impedire aliquid. But if am thing could 
* binder men from Baptiſm, it will be heinous ſors, which 
* Will debar the adult, aud mature thereſraw, And if 
e theſe who have ſmued extremely, yet if afterward. + 
* they believe, are bapliſed, and na man is prebibited- 
«© from this grace; bey much more ought not AN IN» 
*© FANT 40 be probililed; who, being BYT jus 
© BORN, is guilty of na fn, Gus. of arigiual which be can. 

«c tratt. 
ch) The learned Dr Gale, who with great acuteneb had diſ- 
puted the preceeding authorities (but who objections haue been 
abundantly anſwered by Dr Valij does not ſo much as pretend: 
to conteſt thoſe whieh follow, from Cyprian and Auftin. Theſe, 
therefore, being admitted as inconteſible by our opponents; we 
ſhall ſee preſeatly, the ſtrength with which they conclude in our 


favour, 
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& trafled from AD a M.-—Hhberefare, dearly 
is dur ofinian that fram Baptiſin and the 
<« coba is kind aud benign to all, nam ought is be probi- 
« ted. by.us ; which as it is ia bt obſerved with reſpeR 
« 1% ALL, þ eſpecially with repel to Ir aN x x, ard 

« thoſe who are BUT JUST BORN, 2660 ru am | | 
help aud the divine mercy (i).“ Y 

Hence, then, it iacanteſiibly appears, that che 
Baptiſm of Infants was the conſtant, eftabliſhed 
ſrallice of the church & this twe : inaſmuch, as 
neither be perſau who- propoſed the doubt, nor a 
ane of the jixty /ix biſhops who anſwer it, made the 
1 queſtion of the Bapti/m of Infants, but ſpeak. 

of it as a thing univerſally acknowledged and prac- | 
tiſed in the. church. 

Now, as this was but an hundred and fifty years after 
the Apofiles ; and fame of theſe hiſhops may ra- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed ſeventy or exghty years old : 
it they were baptiled in their infancy (which can 
with no reaſon be doubted) it carries up the practice 
to within eighty years of the Analles themielves: 
And at the time of tbeir infancy, — 
alive who were. born we/hin the very 
Apoſtles, and could not but certainly WP. ally, 
know what the Aros rot 10 prafice and appointment 
was to this matter. 

The 2 ( book 
thought fame to very great antiquity z 
and by all acknowledged to be extant in . 
or. ib century, and to contain a good account of 
the antient diſcipline and practice j have this ex- 
preſs aduanilion RawliiredLuparty Tama.” ** And 
« BAPTISE YOUR INFANTS, and bring them 
« in the nurtare and admonition of Gov: * for he 
ſais, * Suffer the Mile children to came unto me, and 


*« forbid ibem not.” | 


(i) Cygaian, Egit. ad Fidum, Eil. 64. 
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There are ſeveral other teſtimonies, from Clemens 
Aexandrinus; queſt. & reſpon. apud Jaſt. Martyr ; 
Greg. Nazian; Bai; Ambroſe ; Cbryſaom; and 
Ferom, moſt full to this purpoſe, to be ſeen in Dr 
WalPs Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm too long to be here 
inſerted; I ſhall further inſiſt, - only, upon a very 
remarkable and decijrve- one, from the writings of 
- AvsTin and PeLAaGius; about three hundred and 
ten years after the Apoſtles. I bring it not to prove 
Baptiſm of InranTs to have been the undoubted, 
nniverſal practice of the church in zherr days; (this 
would be quite needleſs, after the much earlier, 
and the indiſputable evidence already produced from 
the council at Carthage; &c.) but, to thew it to have 
been the conflant and immemorial practice from the: 
very degiming of Chriſtianity. . | 
In his controverſie with PeLAG1rvs, about orige- 
nal fn; to prove Infants to be tainted with it, 

AvsTinw frequently and with great triumph urges 
their Ba pTIS M; demanding— ** V Infants are 
% baptiſed for the remiſſion of fin, if they haue nne? 
PeLAG1vs feems exceedingly embarraſſed by this 
argument (x); and every one ſees, how much it wy 

"TIS | t cerne 


le) It is ſurprifing, to ſee the ſhifts by which Pelagius, Ce- 
Hiflias and their followers, endeavour to evade the force of this 
argument. Sometimes they acknowledged Infants to have ac. 
tal fir, and that their peeviſhneſs and troward temper is to be 
conſidered as ſuch. Sometimes, they urged, that Infants had 
pre exiſted; and it was for ſins done in ſome former ſtate, that 
they were brought to the baptiſmal laver.—Sometimes, they 
ſaid, that they were not baptiſed for the forgivene/5 of fin; but 
tat they may be made heirs of the kingdom. —Sometimes, that 
they were bapti/ed for forgiveneſs; not that they had any fin, 
but that the unifarmity of the words might be kept: or, be- 
cauſe they were baptiſed into the church, where forgiveneſs was 
to be had; and with a facrament, which had the means of 
forgiveneſs for thoſe who wanted it. Vid. Hall's hiſtory, Vol. 
1. pag. 280. | 
To ſuch extreme difficulties they thought themſelves reduced, 
to reconcile their opinion with the - Baptiſm af Infants. — 
theſe 
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cerned him to DENY the Baptiſm of Infants, had 
there been any poſſible ground for it; and to do all 
that in him lay, to invalidate and diſprove it. Had 
it been an innovation, a departure from the Apos-' 
roll ie prafiice; it is impoſſible but ſo very learned 
and acute a perſon ,as Pelagius, who lived fo near 


the Apoſtles, and had been perſonally converſant in 
ſome of the molt noted churches of Europe, Ala, 
and Africa, muſt have\been able to diſcover it, and 
both to have and to give at leaſt ſome ſtrong ſuſ- 
picion of it. But does the very ſagacious Pelagius' 
attempt any thing like this? No: ſo far from it, 
that ſome of his adverſaries having drawn as @ 
conſequence of his opinion, that Infants are not to be 
taptiſed —He warmly diſclaims it, and with indig- 
nation complains.— Se ab hominibus infamart 
« quod neget parvulis Baptiſmi ſacramentum. That 
« be had been flanderouſly reprefented, by-men as denying 
« the ſacrament of Baptiſm to Infanis.” And adds 

| - +4. Nun- 


theſe had been all inſtantly removed, and the battery which ſo. 
annoyed them been demoliſhed at once, by only denying that 
Infants were to be baptiſed. Yet, fo far are they from this,” 
that they ſeem not to have raiſed the leaſt doubt of this kind. 
Pelagius owns, as above cited. And Celeſtius confeſſes, that 
Infants are to be baptiſed according to the rule of the Uux1vin- 
tar. eb... | 1 

Note, Pelagius and Celeſtius were born, one in Britain, the 
other in Ireland; they lived a long time in Rome, | the ther 
center of the world, and reputed head of the church : they, 
were both, for ſome time, at Carthage, in Africa; then, the 
one ſettled at Feruſalem; the other travelled through all the 
noted Greet and. Eaftern churches, in Earope and Afia, ' IF 
there had, then, been any church, or number of churches,” 
throughout the whole world, not only in that, but in the two 
preceeding ages, who denied the Baptiſm of Infants; it is 
impoſſible - but theſe two very learned and ſagacious perſons 
muſt have known, or heard of it: and that would not 
have failed to take mighty advantage, from it to- check the 
triumphs of their opponents; and to wreſt from them this 
argument, by which, of all. others they were moſt grievouſly 


 « For whois 
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% Nunquam fe, vel inpium aliquem hæreticum, 
* audi qui hoc ee de parvulis di- 
& ceret. . ** That he never heard, no not even amy im. 
* pions Heretick, who-wonuld ſay that which be Bau 
« mentioned, viz, that unbaptiſed Inſants are not 
liable to the condemnation of the firſt man, and 
that they are not to be cleanfed by the regene- 
© ration of Baptiſm.“ And then proceeds 1 5 
% enim ita evangelice lectionis iganarus eſt Oc. 
ignorant of that which is read in the 
& goſpel as I ao not ſay boldly to affirm, but even lightly 
« to ſuggeſt, or even to imagine ſuch a thing * Ina 
* eword, who can be fo impious, as Io binder In- 
* raus from being BAPTI*ED and born again in 


„ Carts ; and fo make them miſs of the kingdom of 


op!“ | | 
And having cited theſe words of our Saviour 
John iii. 5, 20 one can enter into the kingdom of Gop, 
except be is born again of water and of the ſpirit, he 
goes on - Quis ille tam impius eſt qui cujuſlibet 
% tatis parvulo.” o is there fo impious as 10 
% refuſe to an INFANT, of what age ſerver, the com- 
„ man redemption of mankind (I).“ Aus ri alſo, 
reciting the above-mentioned deciſion of the council 
at Carthage, which determines bat Infants are in no 
wiſe to be denied Baptiſm, adds, — Non ſolum in 
catholicà eccleſn, verum etiam in qualibet here- 
fi vel ſchiſmate conſtitutis, non memini me aliud 
« legifſe.“ —< That, neither from ſuch as were of the 
&* catbalic church, nor of fuch as belonged to any ſets 
or ſcluſin, uubutſac ver, be remembered not to have read 
& otherwiſe in am writer (m).“ i. e. of any who 
dme, that Infants were baptiſed upon the ac- 
count. af original. ſin. * This tbe-chureb has 4 
& WAYS bad, bas ALWAYS held (m).“ | 
= Tazst 


4 Austin de prerats Ongen. cap. r7, 11. (nr) Ibid. 
ae & gratia, cap. 6. 0 Ibid. Serm. x. de ver 


Apoſt. 


r 
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Tas z, now, are the evidence, on which we reſt 


the ANTIQUITY of bis fa; and by which we 
prove the Baptiſm of Infants to have been the pradiice 
of the Chriſtian church, from the very beginning. 
Fuſtin Martyr about forty years; Irenæus about fixty 
ſeven ;, and Tertullian about an hundred years after 
the ArosrLESs, give plain intimations of its being 
the Chriſtian practice in their times. From Origen 
an hundred and ten years; and from Cyprian and the 
ſynod of fixty fix biſhops, one hundred and fifty years 
from tae above date, we have indiſputable proof of 


its being then the efabiſhed and fkanding ulage of 


the church. And Auſtin and Pelagius, about three 
hundred and ten years after the Apoſtles (though the 


latter was under the ſtrongeſt templation, and even 
neceſſity to deny the Baptiſm of Infants, had there 
been any poſſible ground for it) acknowledge, bat 


they never heard, nor never read of any, whether true 
Chriſtian, Heretick, or Schiſmatic, who denied Bap- 
tim to Infants. This is the evidence: let us now 
argue from it. 


1. ALL he churches, throughout the whole Chriſtian 
world, were in the age of the Apoſiles, formed and 


eſtabliſhed upon ox x and the SAME plan. That is 
to ſay, they ALL either baptiſed Infants ; or elſe they 


ALL rejected them from Baptiſm. What the opi- 


nion, and the practice, of the Apoſtles was in this 


matter, (who were ſent out into all the world 


to preach and eſtabliſh churches) muſt be perfect- 
ly, univerſally, infallibly known ; nor could it poſ- 
ſibly be miſtaken, by any one ſingle church through 


out the whole earth, during the Apoſtolic age. The 


Corinthians, for inſtance, the Galatians, the Theſſa- 


lonians, Cc. all perfectly knew, whether Pau and 


his companions, when they baptiſed and formed them 
into a church, baptiſed their IxxyANTs allo; or elſe 
rezefted them from * And | 4 
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2. As to the age, immediately following the 

Apoſtles; it is impoſſible that THEY could be ig- 

norunt or miſtaken as to this fact. They could not 
be in the leaſt doubt, now their fathers had received 
and learnt from the Apoſiles, and practiſed as to 
this matter. For whether Infants were, or were 
not, then baptiſed ; Was ſo notorious and plain a 
fact, a falt of ſo public and conſpicuous a nature, 
as could not poſſibly eſcape the knowledge of 
EVERY PARTICULAR CHRISTIAN, then living 
upon earth (o). 

Now if ALL the churches throughout the world, 
were really eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles upon the 
plan of only ADULT Baptiſm, and they every where 
rejected InFanTs, and forbid them to be baptiſed ; 
it will appear a thing abſolutely inconceivable, and 
even a moral ImposS1BILITY, that the Baptiſm 
of Infants ſhould ſo early, ſo widely, ſo univer- 
fally prevail, throughout the whole world, as we 
have now ſcen it to have done. 

For if the Baptiſm of Infants was not an Aros- 
TOLIC inſtitution and practice, how muſt the per- 
ſons, who fr/ attempted to introduce it, be re- 
ceived ? Would not all their neighbour Chriſtians 
immediately cry out upon the innovation, and de- 
mand,— “ By what authority do you preſume to 
«© perform this quite x RW, this unheard of and ſtrange 
% ceremony of baptiſing an Infant !*” —Suppoſe 
them to have urged, in ſupport of their practice, the 


(o) With whatever credulity as to MtracLes, ſaid to be 
wrought in their days, theſe early wwriters may be charged; it 
cannot at all affect their evidence as to the fa, here, in debate. 
For, as there was no peſſibility of their being themſelves deceiv- 
e matter; ſo neither could they be undet temptation 
to ul ſiſe in their accounts of it. Nor indeed, had the tempta- 
tien been ever ſo ſtrong, could they have ventured to ft 
in a fact notorious to all the world; and when every Chriftiax. 
then living could have ſtepped forth, and born witneſs to the 


5 


Falſbocd of their account. 
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ſame ſcriptures with us; would it not have preſent- 
ly been replied upon them with unanſwerable 
ſtrength ?— << But did not the Apoſtles and firſt pre- 
chers of chriſtianity underſtand the true ſenſe and 
« force of theſe ſcriptures? Yet not one of them 
all, nor any one of their followers, ever baptiſed 
« an Infant, as we all perfectly know, and as you 
e cannot but own. k into all the churches 
* throughout the whole earth, into Syria, Paleſtine, 
« Egypt, Greece, Italy Africk, Spain, &c. and you 
« will find there never was ſuch a thing known, 
% nor heard of amongſt Chriſtians, as baptiſing an 
Infant.“ | q 
WaarT! I greatly wonder, could the firſt bap- 
tiſers of Infants poſſibly reply? Could they urge 
that it was an apaftolic injunction and practice? No: 
the whole Chriſtian world would have roſe up againſt 
them, and born witneſs to the falſhood of ſuch a 
pretence. Could they hope then to eſtabliſh this 
invention of their own 3 yea, was it a7ually e 
bliſhed, in direct oppoſition to the ArosTLEsS au- 
thority, and to their then perfectly well-known in- 
ſtitution and practice? - Impoſſible to imagine 
What 8 I again aſk, could the fx baptiſers 
of Infants urge in favour of their practice? Or 
how was it poſſible, it ſhould be received, yea pre- 
vail, yea ſo univerſally prevail, that the very learned 
and acute Pelagius about three hundred years after, 
never heard of a church amongſt either Caubolics 
or Hereticks, who did not baptiſe Infants, if aLL 
the churches in the world were conſtituted by the 
Apoſtles upon the directly oppoſite plan? Yea, 
and when the perſons who firſt began this practice 
could not but own, that the authority and example 
of ALL the Apoſtles, and of ALL the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, and of ALL the churches in the world were 


abſolute] inſt them ? | 
1050 oO G 2 Well; 
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Well ; but ſuppoſe a few perſons were of ſo odd 
a turn of mind, as to run into this quite novel and 
unheard of practice, of haptifing Infants; can it 
be imagined that whole churches would be led blind- 
ly away after them? Or, if whole churches might 
be thus ſeduced; could whole nations be ſo too? 
Yea, if whole nations might; can it enter into the 
heart of any reaſonable man, that ALL THE NA- 
Tions of the Chriſtian world, both the eaſtern and 
the weſtern churches, in the ſpace of about two bun- 
dred years, univerſally fell in with this anti-apeſtolic 
and new. invented rite of worſhip : and ſo ſtrangely 
apoſtatiſed from the primitive and pure doctrine of 
CHR1sT as to this matter! It were the height of 
abſurdity even to ſurmiſe ſuch a thing. 

The extravagance of the ſuppoſit ion is moreover, 
mightily increaſed, by remembring—that a vaſt 
number of ſes and bherefies ſprung up, and the 
Chriſtian church was rent into many angry and 
contending parties, during 7heſe times (p). In the 
fecond century, or the age immediately following 
the apoſtles, there were thoſe who took their names 
from Cerinthus, Ebion, Valentinus, Carpocrates, Mar- 
cion, Montanus; and the whole church was rent 
into two furious and angry ſects, the eaftern and 
the weſtern, by the controverſie about eafter. In 
the third century there aroſe Novatian, Sabellius, 
Paulus, Semoſatenſis, Manes, &c. with their followers, 
In the fourth, the Meletians, Ariant, Athanafians, &c. 
Now theſe ſevera! inflamed parties, into which by 
divine permiſſion, the church was then divided, 
were watchful and ſevere ies upon each others 
conduct: fo that if any of them had innovated in 
this matter, of baptiſing Infants, how readily would 
the reſt have entered their proteſt againſt it, and 


p! No leſs than vINYHTY different herefies are ſaid to have 
Frung up in the three firſt cent..rics, 
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exclaimed loudly upon the innovation? But, it ſeems, 
ſo far were they. from this ; that however mutually 
inflamed and angry as to other points; yet, laying 
aſide their animoſity, they all ſurpriſingly agree, in 
the affair of baptiſing Infants, to depart from the 
apeſtolic practice; and by an unaccountable confede- 
racy connive at one an other in this dangerous ſup- 
poſition, Strange! beyond all belief! That amidſt 
their many mutual accuſations, reproaches, com- 
plaints, we meet not, in all antiquity, with one 
upon this head; and not a man, Caibolic nor He- 
retic, dropping a ſingle word againſt this groſs in- 
novation; except, perhaps, Teriullian; and he not 
abſolutely, (if at all) cenſuring it; and ſupporting 
his diſlike of it, by reaſons which are no ſtrength, 
but a diſhonour to any cauſe. 

For an hundred years after the death of the Aros- 
TLES, their authority was ſufficient, our brethren 
acknowledge, to keep ſuch an innovation from en- 
tering the church. They therefore uſually place 
the introduction of this practice about the beginning 
of the third century. But behold! in the ſhort 
ſpace of about /wo hundred years more; without a 
ſingle precept to warrant, or a ſingle example to en- 
courage it, yea with the well-known practice of the 
APOSTLES themſelves and of ALL the churches they 
ever planted throughout the whole world, confeſ- 
ſedly, openly, directly again it; under all theſe 
diſadvantages, the Baptiſm of Infants, it ſeems, ſo 
EVERY WHERE prevailed, that upon the face of 
the whole earth there was not a church found where 
it was not perſormed !—To him that believes this, 
what can be incredible! 

Some, perhaps, to evade the force of the fore- 
| going argument, may object There have been 
« other great corruptions, ſuch as image-worſhip, 

* tranſubtantiation Sc. which have alike univerſally 

« prevailed in the church.” But the anſwer is ex- 
tremely 
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tremely obvious. 1. This is far from being true; 
nay it is entirely without foundation. Neither 
image-worſhip, nor tranſubſtantiation ever wniverſal- 
ly prevailed, The latter has by the greater part of 
the Chriſtian church been in all times rejected as it 
is at this day: and though the former, ſince the 
ſeventh century, has ſpread itſelf wide, and too 
generally prevailed ; yet it was not without mighty 
firaggles and oppofitions in the church: numerous fv 
nods of biſhops zealouſly declared againſt it: ſo- 
lemn decrees of councils, not in one kingdom or 
church only, but in diverſe regions of the earth, 
publickly condemned it : the arm both of civil and 
military power was ſtrenuouſly exerted to eſtabliſhand 
ſupport it : grievous perſecutions were raiſed upon 
its account: and many teſtified their abhorrence of 
it by bitter ſufferings, and death itſelf, —And is this 
a caſe at all parrallel to that of Infant-Baptiſm, which 
we have now been conſidering? The moſt preju- 
diced judgment muſt conſeſs it is not, Beſides 

2. Had theſe corruplions, indeed, as univerſally 
prevailed, as [nfani-Baptiſm ever did; yet would 
this, by no means, have put them upon an equal 
foot with bat ; or have made the caſes at all paral- 
lc]. For, when the Biſhop of Rome had claimed 
and was acknowledged to be the infallible bead, the 
fupreme paſtor of the church, the vicar of CHRIST, 
Sc. when emperors and kings took upon them to 


- convene councils, to explain doctrines, and eſta- 


bliſh faith by dint of civil authority; cheriſhing 
and upholding one party by worldly honours and 
preferments; but terrifying and cruſhing others by 
baniſhment, confiſcations, impriſonment and death: 
finally; when te clergy had both the terrors and 
the riches of this world, much at their diſpoſal ; 
and the ſpirit of true picty, fortitude and faith began 
to languilh in the chutch (as it miſerably languiſhed, 
in the times when image. ucyſtip and tranſubliantiation 

were 
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were brought in) and a fpirit of pride and domination, 
of ſenſuality and ſloth ſprung up in its room. When 
this, I fay, was the caſe, ſuch an univerſal departure 
from the Apoſtles doctrine and practice may ſeem 
eaſily to be accounted for, and has nothing in it 
ſo ſtrange, But—when the circumſtances of #be 
church were the very rever/e of all this; harraſſed 
and ſeverely preſſed by perſecutions from without; 
ſplit into various ſects and angry parties within; 
Fftirute of worldly honors to recommend, and of 
worldly terrors to enforce, any doctrine or practice; 
and acknowledging no viſible, ſupreme, infallible 
lead, as having dominion oder its faith ; when this 
was the caſe (as in the three firſt centuries, when 
Infant- Baptiſm has been ſhewn univerſally to prevail, 
it manifeſtly was) every one ſees the wide the vaſt 
difference; and muſt confeſs the impoſſibility of 
fo univerſally corrupting the Aros roll ie doctrine 
and practice of baptifing onLY the ADULT, if any 
ſuch there had been ; and of foiſting in, through- 
out the whole world, Infant-Baptiſm in its ſtead, 

So that, upon the whole, it appears a clear and 
a very ſtrongly atteſted fact. That the practice, of 
baptiſing of InxanTs was primitive and apoſtalic; 
and that the fr/# Chriſtian churches were every 
where formed and eſtabliſhed upon #bis ſcheme. 

But the ExAM LES of ſcripture-Baptiſm, our 
brethren are wont to urge, are all on their (ide. 
— This is confidently, indeed, aſſerted; but upon 
a clofer examination will be found a manifeſt my- 


take. There being not, in the whole ſcripture, - 


one ſingle inflance of the Baptiſm for which they 
plead, and which is praftiſed amongſt them, 
viz. that thoſe who are born of Chriſtian parents, are 
to be ſuffered to become adult before they are baptiſed. 
his, it is to be obſerved carefully, is the point in 
queſtion betwixt us. As for the caſe of adult proſe. 
tes, or converts to chriſtianity, zbeſe, we all agree, 

a are 
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are not to baptiſed till they perſonally profeſs faith. 
The ſcripture inſtances therefore of ſuch proſelytes,, 
baptiſed upon fuch profeſſion, are of no pertinence 
nor weight at all in the controverſie before us: for 
theſe are exactly conſonant to ou x ſentiments and 
practice. The only point in debate is—what is to 
bt done with the Ine anTs of theſe profelytes ?—Are 
they to be baptiſed with their parents ?—Or; are 
they to be ler alone till they become adult, and 
then be baptiſed upon their perſonal profeſſion ? 
This latter, our brethren ſay ; but have not in the 
whole ſcripture, I again affirm it, one inflance of 
ſuch practice; no, nor any ſhadow or appearance 
of it, P Their boaſts, therefore, of ſcripture inſtances, 
precedents, examples, are meer ſound, and nothing. 
elſe, Whereas the i * of Lydia, Acts xvi, 14, 
15. (not to mention Stepbauas and the jaylor) ſtrong- 
ly favours our practice; whole faith alone is mention- 
ed, and, immediately it is added, her ms; were | 


baptiſed. 


A. 
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The RRLICGIoUS or MoRaL purpoſes of 
In fant-Baptiſim. 


F it be aſked what are the moral purpoſes of 
I this Baptiſm of Infants? or, of what real bene- 
fit or uſe in religion? It were ſufficient to reply. 
—of the ſame benefit and uſe as Infant: circumciſin 
was; which is acknowledged to have been injained 
by Gop, and praZiſed by his church, for more 1 ꝗ 
two thouſand years. — But I add ; it is of great moral 
benefit; as it is both a ſolemn wow or dedication. 
on our —4 and A Fn condeſcenſion and promiſe 


on Gop' + 
Fr Rs r. 
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FiRs r. It is a ſolemn. vow or dedication on our. 
part. For, herein, the religious parent publickly 
recogniſes his own covenant with Gop: binds him- 
ſelf by a ſacred promife to watch over the immortal 
/oul now. committed to his charge, and to train it 
up in a religious manner; and devotes firſt himſelf, 
and then his helpleſs Infant, to the divine patronage 
and care by being baptiſed into the Name, the child is 
ſolemnly given up to the dominion and favour, and 
is received as the peculiar property, the ſubject and. 
charge, of the FATHER, and of the Sox, and of 
the Ho. GHOST. And to one who well conſiders, 
into what a world of various difficulties, tempta- 
tions and fins, his Infants are born; how every 
age and path of life is beſet with dangers and, 
ſnares z and what conſequences, of awſul moment, 
depend upon tbe manner in which they paſs the pre- 
ſent ſtate—to him that conſiders this, it cannot 
but appear an ineſtimable privilege to be permitted 
to give them up, in this ſolemn manner, to the 
gracious protection and conduct of heaven. 

The ſentiments of a religious parent, on ſuch an 
occalion, may be thus expreſſed. — « I acknow- 
« ledge, Almighty Gop, with the greateſt thank- 
e fulneſs and joy, thine abſolute right in me, and 
e in all that is mine. This child, which thou haſt 
given me, I receive as from thine hand. It is 
« tbine, for thou haſt formed it, and redeemed it 
„by the blood of thine only begotten ſon, To 
* THEE therefore I now ſolemnly devote and give it 
'* up: to be guarded by thy providence ; miniſtred 
* to by thine angels; influenced by h SIR IT; 
conducted ſafe through the many dangers and. 
| evils of this preſent. world, and to be preſerv- 
ed to thine everlaſting kingdom and glory in 
the other.” | , 
For ever bleſſed be thy name, that as &y one 
c man's offence, JUDGMENT came upon all 40 condem- 
H . 6 nation 
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& nation and death; even ſo ty the righleouſeſs of 
& one, the FxEE GryT comes upon all to juſtification 
c of Aft. That as the fatal effects of the fr Alan's 
« ſin extend to our Tyfant-offspring, ſubjecting them 
to pain, to miſery, and death; fo, the falutary 
« effects of the ſecond Ab A M's righteouſneſs ex- 
tend alſo to 7hefe, raifing them to glory, to hap- 
« pineſs and life.. — | | 
__ « T render unfeigned thanks, that the bleſſings 
« of redemption and of the covenant of grace, reach 
« alfo to them. That thou haſt commanded that 
« little chilttren be brought into thy preſence, to receive 
« thy ſolemn benediction, and haſt declared them 
ce to belong to thy family and kingdom. That the bap- 
* tiſmal center is appointed as a ſtanding Monument 
« of thy favour and gracious acceptance of them? 
ec and that by this ure is repreſented, thy readi- 
4 neſs 10 pour down thy ſpirit upon our ſeed, and thy 
Haff upon our offspring (q) Loxo I believe! 
% moft thankfully accept this liberty which i 
« given me. I here bring my helpleß Infant, 
* commending it to Gop, and the power of his 
grace. Oh take it into thy family, and into the 
* arms of thy love! Pour down thy bleffings on 
& it; and write its name in the book of life! May 
& it be ſan##ified from the womb : conſecrated a choſen 
„ yeſſt], fitted for thy fervice! May thy SpIRIr 
« deſcend upon, and dwell continually in it, as 2 
new er of life; gradually rectifying the 
« diſorders of its nature; rooting out the ſeeds of 
« vanity and folly which may ſpring up in its heart; 
«4 enlightening its underſtanding, ſtrengthening its 
* moral powers, purifying and controuling its ap 
et petites and paſſions; and forming it into a living 
et temple and habitation of Gop !” > 
„Guard and preſerve the life, which thou haf 
thus graciouſly beſtowed'! Conduct Try 
, cc 


(q) Ifaiabxl v. 3. 
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« publickly devoted to me 
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„„the. E childhood and youth ! Spare it. 
l 


« if it be thy will, to be a bleſſing to its friends; 
« and. a burning and ſhining, tight, amidſt à dark 
„ and; corrupt world! As it grows in years, may 
it continually grow io grace, in wiſdom, and io 
virtue, and in faugur with Gon am nen! Grant 
„ me, ever to walk before it with à wiſe and per- 
e fe heart : to bring it up in the fear and in the 
e nurture. of the Lord: and ſo faichfully to dif 
charge my: duty; in every reſpect towards it, 
e that I may at laſt meat it with joy at thy king- 


dom and appearance, and with triumph then 


e ſgy—bebold me, and the child which thou haſt given 


cc me 1” 


And as it is thus, a ſolemn vow and dedication on 


our part: ſo it is | 
SeconpLy. A molk gracious. condeſten//fon and 
Zromiſe on Gop's. It is a token of his covenant ;, a 
memarial or /n that he graciouſly accepts both the 
religious, parent and his child, and bat HE WILL 
be 1 = By this rite. he aſſures us, that as, 


in the wiſdom of his providence, he zreats Infants 


as famers, through the tranſgreſſion of Adam; is, 
in the riches of his grace, he had opened a foun- 
tain for their cleanſing : will great them as righteous 
rouge the obedieuce of Cyn1sT : and will give 
them his Sp1ig1T to quicken, regenerate and raiſe 
them to life. Of this Sr ISI the baptiſmal water 
is the appointed emblem t n and by commang- 
ing it to be poured on them he virtually faig— 

« Suffer the LITFLE CHILDREN % come unis ne, 
% and forbid them not: for THE allo. I account 
« as ſybjecs of my moral kingdom, and as 3 
part of that church, or «choſen ſociety, over 
« whom I will excreie a peculiar providence ang 
«6 cart 1 


# 


« And the child, which the jog parent has thus 
2 


Baptiſm, 1 delivery 


«c back . 
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*© back to him again: with a ſolemn charge that he 
ever, henceforth, conſider it as my property. 
„Train it up as for my ſervice. Teach it early 
the principles of Chriſtian knowledge and virtue. 
« Pray daily with, and for it. Set before. it a 
„good example: and watch over it as one who 
* muſt ſhortly give account, to the great ſhepherd 
* when he ſhall appear. So only, mayeſt thou 
* hope that it will be thy comfort and delight in 
* this world; and thy joy, and everlaſting crown of 
« reoicing, in the other.“ 

Theſe are ſome of the pious ſentiments, which 
the Baptiſm of an Infant naturally ſuggeſts. Con- 
ſidered in this light, it appears to be of great moral 
benefit : a moſt rational and proper ſervice, or act 
of religion, It manifeſtly tends to enlarge and to 
confirm a Chriſtian's faith and hope in Gop, with 
regard to his helpleſs child to a clearer and more 
extenſive view of the. great ſcheme of redemption 
—to render parents more faithful, more diligent, 
and ſerious in the education of their children ; if 
their lives are continued : and if they are taken 
from them, it affords the nobleſt ſupport and conſola- 
tion in their death. | | 
I here beg leave to add—that there is a vaſt 
difference in the genius and temper of children, even 
in their moſt early years, every. one ſees. What 
influence the Divine SPIR1T has in forming the 
human mind, even in its Infant ſtate; and moulding 
it into a preparation for future uſefulneſs and virtue 
We cannot certainly ſay, Probably very great, 
for Jobn, it is ſaid, Luke 1. 15. was filled with the 
Holy Ghost from bis mother's womb. The pro- 

het Jaiab, was called and formed from the womb, to 
be a peculiar - meſſenger of heaven to inſtruct and 
' reclaim the people. Ja. xlix. 1,2, 5. And of 
Jeremy it is faid, before I formed thae in the belly I oP 

oo bee: 
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thee : and before thou cameſt forth out of the womb, I 


ſanctiſed thee, and ordained thee a prophet unto the 


nations. Jer. i. 5. | 

[cis then, a rational a& of worſhip ; for parents, 
from the very dawn and firſt beginnings of life, to 
devote their children to Gop, and to. the peculiar 


influences of his fpirit, And it is a very merciful 


and wiſe appointment, ſurely, if Gop has inſtitu- 
ted any rite, or ſacrament of religion, in which be- 
lieving parents are commanded thus to dedicate their 
Infants to him; and in which he gives them a ſolemn 
token that he will pour his ſpirit and bleſſing on 
them. This is done in Baptiſm. The water pour- 
ed on them, being an apt and proper emblem of 
his readineſs to hear the prayers of the pious parent, 
and to give his ſpirit to the child to preſide over, 
and aſſiſt, its intellectual and moral powers - to 
form it to a love of virtue — and to fit and pre- dĩſ- 
poſe it for uſefulneſs in future life. (r) 

Upon the whole then we conclude that it being 
an undoubted PriviLEGE of the Cbriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, as it was of both the Abrahamic and Moſaic 
of old, that the Infants of believers (s) ſhould be 
taken, together with themſelves, into chꝰ nt with 
Gop : it becomes us, with great thankfulneſs, to 
accept of this favour z to dedicate our children, as 
well as curſelves, in this ſolemn manner to him: 1 

; * thus 


— 


(r) Mr Tombs, the learned Antipedobaptiſt, acknowleges that 
the grace of Gop may 2 Infants into Chriſi, and unite them 
to him by his Hprit. Vid. Examen. 5. 10 

(s) By, Infants of Btliewers, are not to be underſtood only 
their natural offspring ; but any Infants which are their proper- 
ty, or members of their houſehold, or for whoſe religious edu- 
cation they will ſolemnly undertake, Thus, not only Abra- 
ham's own children, but all bern in his houſe, or bought with 
his money, he was commanded to circumciſe. Gen. xvii. 13. 
So when Lydia, the jayler and Stephanat were baptiſed 
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thus publickly to declare — bat we, and ovk 
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Houskhor p, will ſerve tbe Loa. 
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Page 7 Line 10, for thoſe, read theſe. 


14 — 7 for Page 5, 6, 7, 8, read Page 
4, 6. 

15 — 2, for Page 6, read Page 4, 5, 

e 


20 — 2, ab imo, for compre 
read comprebenſive, 

35 — 14, dele and. 

37 — 27, read as to this. 

41,—— 19, dele never. 


45 — , read dangerous Suporſtition. 


Brides Litteral Errata, which the Reader wil! 
| od/erve. | | 


